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Royal  National  College  for  the  Blind 

COLLEGE  ROAD,  HEREFORD  HR1  1EB  Tel:  Hereford  (0432)  265725 


COURSE  DETAILS 

This  leaflet  refers  to  the  specific  details  of  courses  available  within 
the  College  and  the  range  of  qualifications  of  national  standing  that 
can  be  secured.  However,  although  each  course  is  identified  within  a 
particular  College  department,  none  of  them  stands  entirely  alone. 
The  College  seeks  to  integrate  many  additional  features  into  each  of 
its  courses.  The  aim  is  to  broaden  and  deepen  the  students'  experience 
with  other  areas  of  learning.  Braille  and  Living  Skills  are  obvious 
examples,  but  it  is  usual  for  a  General  Studies  student  studying  for 
'O'  and  'A'  levels  to  be  also  taking  typing:  a  Business  Studies  student 
to  be  undertaking  one  or  more  'O'  levels,  or  a  Piano  Technician  to  be 
studying  music.  The  "study  package"  which  each  student  undertakes 
is  derived  from  individual  assessment  of  particular  needs  and 
abilities.  Consequently  each  student  undertakes  an  individual 
programme  of  study,  although  it  will  have  at  its  core  one  of  the 
courses  elaborated  here. 


PILKINGTON  DEPARTMENT 
OF  BUSINESS  STUDIES 


The  aim  of  our  courses 

The  Department  exists  to  provide  training  and  education  in  a 
range  of  vocational  skills.  The  majority  of  these  skills  are  tested  by 
public  examinations  set  by  the  well-known  examining  boards.  The 
attainment  of  these  skills  enables  the  student  to  seek  employment  in 
the  clerical  and  secretarial  areas.  We  possess  many  well-equipped 
lecture  rooms  in  which  students  are  trained  to  operate  modern  office 
machinery  and  to  use  a  number  of  the  latest  optical  and  electronic 
aids. 

What  we  teach 

In  Years  1  and  2  of  a  three-year  course  considerable  emphasis  is 
placed  on  developing  keyboard  skills  (both  typewriting  and  word 
processing)  and  in  the  acquisition  of  sound  numeracy  and  literacy 


skills.  In  addition,  students  are  offered  courses  of  study  in  these 
subjects: 

Office  Practice,  Shorthand,  Reception  and  Telephony  Skills, 
Background  to  Business,  Book-keeping,  Secretarial  Duties,  Legal 
Aspects  of  Business,  and  Civics. 

Throughout  the  course  of  study  we  adopt  an  integrative  approach 
so  that  students  are  aware  of  the  inter-relationships  amongst 
business  related  subjects.  By  the  setting  of  tasks  of  a  practical  nature 
and  monitoring  the  performance  of  these  tasks  in  a  training  office  we 
can  encourage  students  to  co-ordinate  and  develop  office  skills. 

Course  length 

The  course  of  study  undertaken  by  a  student  usually  lasts  for  three 
years,  though  this  can  be  for  a  shorter  period  of  time  depending  on 
the  ability  and  aptitude  of  the  individual  student. 

In  Year  2  there  are  opportunities  for  students  to  study  Ordinary 
Level  subjects  with  the  Department  of  General  Studies:  in  particular, 
English  Language,  Mathematics,  Commerce,  Law  and  Economics. 

In  Year  3  we  consolidate  the  skills  gained  in  the  earlier  years,  and 
we  now  place  more  emphasis  on  preparing  students  for  employment. 
All  final  year  students  will  undertake  an  extensive  and  supervised 
period  of  training:- 

1.  In  the  College  Work  Practice  Office; 

2.  On  the  College  switchboard; 

3.  On  a  dedicated  Word  Processor; 

4.  On  a  Work  Experience  placement.  This  valuable  training  is 
available  to  all  students  who  have  achieved  employable 
qualifications,  and  we  give  them  support  and  advice  both  during 
the  placement  and  on  their  return  to  College. 

Qualifications 

Royal  Society  of  Arts  OR  Elementary  to  Advanced 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce  Typewriting 

Elementary  to  Advanced 
Audio-Typewriting 
Intermediate  Medical  Audio- 
Typewriting 
Shorthand  up  to  120  wpm 

Employment 

We  ensure  that  links  have  been  made  between  the  student  and  the 
various  employment  services  offered  by  the  M.S.C.  and  the  R.N. LB. 
Specialist  Careers  Officers,  who  may  be  able  to  place  a  student  on  a 
Youth  Training  Scheme,  are  kept  fully  informed  of  students' 
progress. 


THE  BERNARD  SUNLEY 

NATIONAL  COMPUTING 

CENTRE  FOR  THE  VISUALLY 

HANDICAPPED 


The  Centre  is  housed  in  a  purpose  designed  suite  at  the  College  and 
provides  a  full  range  of  computing  equipment  for  the  Visually 
Handicapped.  In  addition  to  print  and  embossed  output,  Braille  and 
standard  terminals  are  available  for  all  courses,  and  specialist 
equipment  such  as  Optacon,  Viewscan  and  Speech  Synthesis  may 
also  be  used.  Computers  currently  in  use  range  from  Micros  to  two 
8-user  Multi-Access  Minis  used  in  remote  mode. 

What  we  teach 

The  vocational  courses  cover  the  following  areas: 

—  Practical  programming  skills  in  one  or  more  languages  to  a  level 
which  would  provide  the  student  with  the  ability  and  experience  to  be 
a  competent  Junior  Programmer/Programmer  on  course 
completion. 

—  A  sound  knowledge  of  computer  hardware  and  a  basic 
understanding  of  it  modes  of  operation. 

—  An  awareness  of  utility  software  and  its  uses  within  a  computer 
installation. 

—  A  background  into  the  applications  programming  undertaken  in 
a  computer  installation. 

—  Knowledge  of  the  various  jobs  within  a  computer  installation  and 
their  inter-relationships. 

Courses 

Two  general  areas  are  covered  by  the  Centre;  academic  and 
vocational.  In  the  former,  courses  are  run  to  40'  and  'A'  level 
standards  with  both  involving  formal  lectures  and  practical  work. 
All  students  on  these  courses  come  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Department  of  General  Studies. 

Vocational  courses  are  aimed  at  the  more  mature  student  and  are 
normally  undertaken  either  in  the  last  year  at  the  College  or  as  a 
retraining  exercise.  These  involve  a  high  degree  of  practical  work, 
and  lead  to  the  Applications  Programming  Certificate  (746)  awarded 
by  the  City  &  Guilds  of  London  Institute.  This  course  is  validated  by 
the  National  Computing  Centre  and  provides  students  with  a  sound 
grounding  for  progression  on  into  the  Computer  Industry.   In 


addition  to  both  practical  and  theoretical  work  students  are  also 
expected  to  undertake  a  period  of  work  experience  in  a  computer 
installation,  normally  in  their  home  area. 

Students  are  taught  in  COBOL,  the  most  commonly  used 
commercial  programming  language,  and  a  major  section  of  the 
course  is  the  production  of  a  project  suite  of  programs  designed  and 
written  by  themselves  as  part  of  their  final  assessment. 

Course  length 

'O'  and  'A'  level  courses  follow  the  norm  for  academic  work,  and 
are  generally  two  years  in  length. 

The  City  &  Guilds  course  is  one  year. 

Selection  of  students 

Students  wishing  to  take  the  City  &  Guilds  course  must  show  that 
they  not  only  have  motivation,  but  are  also  suitable  for  future 
employment  within  the  highly  competitive  Computer  Industry.  All 
are  normally  expected  to  hold  40'  levels  in  Mathematics  and  English 
as  a  minimum  requirement  and  to  be  able  to  communicate  easily  with 
others.  They  will  be  expected  to  undertake  a  programme  of  Aptitude 
Tests  and  Interviews  prior  to  acceptance. 

The  normal  upper  age  limit  on  this  course  is  28  years. 

Employment  in  the  computer  industry 

The  Computer  Industry  is  the  world's  largest  growth  industry. 
Fully  trained  programmers  are  constantly  in  demand,  and  there  is 
currently  a  considerable  shortfall  in  trained  staff.  Programmers 
normally  command  a  salary  well  in  excess  of  the  national  average, 
and  latest  technological  advances  give  the  visually  handicapped  the 
same  opportunities  as  the  fully  sighted. 

The  College  maintains  close  contacts  with  large  employers  and 
other  organisations  such  as  the  British  Computer  Association  of  the 
Blind,  and  provides  students  with  as  much  assistance  as  is  possible  in 
finding  employment  at  the  end  of  the  course. 

We  will  be  happy  to  supply  any  further  information  as  required, 
and  welcome  interested  visitors. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  GENERAL 

STUDIES 


The  aim  of  our  course 

Unlike  the  other  departments  in  College,  the  General  Studies 
Department  does  not  directly  provide  vocational  training  for  its 


students.  What  it  does  provide  is  the  opportunity  to  gain  academic 
qualifications  and  a  wide  range  of  supportive  skills  which  will  enable 
successful  students  to  go  on  to  more  advanced  academic  education  at 
University,  Polytechnic,  College  of  Higher  Education,  or  to  proceed 
to  professional  training,  such  as  that  offered  by  the  North  London 
School  of  Physiotherapy. 

What  we  teach 

The  Department  offers  G.C.E.  'A'  levels  in  Art,  Computer  Science 
(in  conjunction  with  the  Computer  Studies  Department),  English 
Literature,  French*,  Geography,  Human  Biology*,  History, 
Mathematics,  Music  (in  conjunction  with  the  Music  Department), 
Physics*,  and  Sociology.  These  are  two  year  courses  and  have  a 
minimum  entry  requirement  of  'O'  level  or  its  equivalent  in  that 
subject,  with  the  exception  of  Sociology  where  'O'  level  is  taken  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year.  Asterisked  subjects  are  taken  at  the 
Herefordshire  Technical  College  with  extensive  tutorial  and  resource 
support  at  R.N.C. 

At  G.C.E.  'O'  level  all  the  above  subjects  are  offered  and  in 
addition  English  Language,  Political  Studies,  Pottery,  Religious 
Studies,  Weaving,  several  Mathematics  options,  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Business  Studies  Department,  Commerce,  Economics  and 
Law.  Courses  last  either  one  or  two  years. 

The  Department  also  teaches  Braille  and  basic  remedial  work  in 
English  and  Mathematics. 

Content  of  course 

All  students  follow  programmes  specifically  planned  for  them  and 
have  individually  designed  timetables  with  the  emphasis  throughout 
on  flexibility.  As  well  as  the  necessary  'O'  and  'A'  levels  needed  in 
order  to  achieve  their  career  aspirations,  the  Department  considers  it 
essential  that  all  its  students  achieve  high  standards  of  competence  in 
Communication,  Study,  and  Living  Skills.  Their  timetables, 
therefore,  particularly  in  the  early  part  of  their  course  will  consist  of 
far  more  than  their  academic  requirements  alone.  All  students  are 
expected  to  pass  R.S.A.  or  L.C.C.  Elementary  Typewriting  and  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  proceed  beyond  this;  most  achieve  at  least 
Intermediate  level  which  gives  them  an  employable  qualification  to 
fall  back  on. 

Students'  progress  is  monitored  and  advice  and  support  in  the 
search  for  appropriate  Higher  Education,  or  employment,  is  part  of 
their  programme. 

Length  of  course 

For  most  students  the  course  lasts  three  years  but  those  who  arrive 
with  a  good  range  of  'O'  levels  and  no  major  study  problems  may 
embark  on  4A'  levels  immediately  and  complete  the  course  in  two 
years. 


Selection  of  students 

There  are  no  prescribed  entry  qualifications,  but  all  intending 
students  are  assessed  be  means  of  written  tests  and  interviews  prior  to 
entry.  Very  broadly  speaking,  students  who  are  accepted  either  (a) 
have  or  expect  to  have  at  the  start  of  their  course,  four  or  more  'O' 
levels  or  the  equivalent,  or  (b)  because  of  lack  of  opportunity  (for 
whatever  reason)  have  not  reached  this  standard  but  are  judged  to 
have  the  potential  to  do  so. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  MUSIC 


What  we  do 

Music  listening.  Lunchtime  and  evening  concerts  are  organised  on 
a  weekly  basis,  some  given  by  the  College's  music  staff  and  some  by 
visiting  artists.  Students  who  are  sufficiently  able  are  also 
encouraged  to  take  part. 

Group  music  making.  This  is  much  encouraged.  We  have  a 
recorder  group,  a  woodwind  group,  a  brass  group,  and  a  guitar 
group. 

What  we  teach 

Courses  for  advanced  musicians  are  offered,  leading  either  to 
Teachers'  or  Performers'  Diplomas  from  principal  national  Colleges 
of  Music.  Examples,  L.R.  A.M.,  A. R. CM.,  etc.  Such  courses  may  be 
full-time  or  part-time. 

Full-time  course  (usually  for  2  years)  for  overseas  students.  This 
course  covers  braille  (if  not  already  known),  braille  music,  and  the 
psychology  of  the  teaching  of  music  to  the  visually  handicapped. 
This  College  has  its  own  certificate  which  is  linked  to  this  course  and, 
having  obtained  it,  students  normally  return  to  their  own  countries 
to  practise  the  expertise. 

Courses  leading  to  'O'  and  'A'  level  Music  are  available  and 
students  are  entered  for  As.B  theory  examinations  to  grade  8  (Final) 
and  for  practical  examinations  on  most  instruments,  also  to  grade  8. 

Non-examination  tuition.  Lessons,  so  far  as  timetables  will  allow, 
are  available  on  a  variety  of  instruments,  and  help  is  given  with  the 
playing  of  folk  and  popular  music  as  well  as  with  the  playing  of  the 
more  standard  repertoire.  All  piano  tuners  are  given  a  weekly  lesson 
on  the  keyboard  since  it  is  clearly  to  their  advantage  to  be  able  to  play 
to  their  customers.  The  department  has  recently  added  to  its 
collection  of  instruments  an  electronic  organ  and  electronic 
keyboard,  both  of  the  popular  variety. 

In  all  that  we  do,  the  music  staff  seeks  to  help  students  achieve  their 
musical  ambitions,  whatever  these  may  be. 


SOBELL  DEPARTMENT  OF 
PIANO  TUNING  &  REPAIRS 

The  Department  has  its  own  specially  adapted  premises  equipped 
to  the  highest  modern  standards.  It  works  closely  with  the  other 
Departments  of  the  College,  in  particular  with  the  Music 
Department  and  the  Department  of  Living  Skills. 

The  aim  of  the  course 

We  aim  at  the  widest  possible  instruction  in  and  experience  of  the 
technical  and  professional  aspects  of  a  tuner's  life.  The  teaching 
makes  full  allowance  for  whatever  visual  handicaps  the  students  may 
have  and  there  is  a  wide  range  of  the  latest  optical  and  electronic 
equipment  available  in  the  College  for  students  to  use.  At  the  present 
time  students  are  virtually  guaranteed  employment  when  they 
successfully  complete  the  course. 

What  we  teach 

We  employ  all  the  latest  teaching  techniques  and  aids  in  covering: 

Practical:  Chipping-up,  Rough  tuning,  Fine  tuning  and  toning, 
Necessary  running  repairs  and  regulating,  Outdoor  tuning  and 
maintenance,  Music,  some  tuition  in  the  tuning  of  clavichords  and 
harpsichords. 

Theoretical:  The  theory  of  tuning,  Pianoforte  construction, 
Acoustics,  Materials  science,  History  of  the  piano,  Book-keeping, 
Business  Management,  Handwriting,  Typing,  Braille,  Mobility  -  The 
ability  to  travel. 

Tuning  lessons  are  given  individually  so  that  students  can  progress 
at  their  own  rate. 

Piano  repairs  are  taught  either  individually  or  to  small  groups  so 
that  the  utmost  attention  can  be  given  to  detail. 

Whenever  possible  advanced  students  obtain  experience  by 
spending  periods  living  away  from  College  and  working  with 
reputable  piano  manufacturers  or  dealers.  The  College  selects  the 
lodgings  and  firms  for  such  schemes  and  keeps  in  touch  with  all 
participants.  The  college  has  a  thriving  tuning  connection  which  is 
operated  by  students  with  staff  guidance.  This  provides  the  best 
possible  training  in  many  aspects  of  a  tuner's  life. 

All  students  are  given  thorough  training  in  mobility  and  living 
skills  as  needed,  so  that  they  are  fully  capable  of  living  independently. 

Length  of  course 

The  course  normally  lasts  three  years,  though  this  can  be  longer  or 
shorter  according  to  the  ability  and  aptitude  of  the  student. 

Selection  of  students 

Prospective  students  are  invited  by  the  College  for  interview  and 
assessment.  No  specific  educational  standard  is  necessary.  Anyone 


over  16  years  of  age  can  be  accepted;  the  upper  age  limit  is  normally 
30  years.  The  course  is  available  to  women  as  well  as  men.  Musical 
ability  and  knowledge  is  advantageous  but  not  essential. 

Qualifications 

On  completion  of  training  all  students  enter  examinations  for  one 
or  more  of  the  following:- 

A.E.W.V.H.  National  Diploma  for  Piano  Tuners  (Tuning  and 
Repairs) 

A.E.W.V.H.  National  Certificate  for  Piano  Tuners  (Tuning) 
City  &  Guilds  Certificate  of  Craftsmanship  in  the  Manufacture  and 
Maintenance  of  Keyboard  stringed  instruments. 

All  these  qualifications  enjoy  the  full  support  of  the  piano 
industry. 

Employment  and  after-care 

The  College  Tuning  Department  undertakes  to  assist  successful 
students  to  find  suitable  and  worthwhile  employment  and  to  remain 
ready  and  willing  to  advise  and  assist  former  students. 

We  will  be  happy  to  supply  any  further  information  you  may 
require  and  welcome  interested  visitors. 

A  few  facts  about  pianos 

A  survey  published  in  1972  showed  a  national  tuner  shortage  of 
270.  Of  the  1,200  tuners  practising  at  that  time,  56%  (672)  were  over 
50  years  of  age  and  of  that  300  were  probably  over  60.  That  shortage 
plus  natural  wastage  and  the  steadily  increasing  sale  of  pianos  - 
1 5%- 1 8%  annually  -  indicates  that  employment  prospects  now  and  in 
the  future  are  excellent.  The  minimum  price  for  tuning  is  currently 
£8.50  and  when  one  realises  that  a  competent  tuner  can  tune  four  to 
five  pianos  a  day  it  is  obvious  that  tuning  is  financially  rewarding  in 
addition  to  being  an  interesting  and  satisfying  occupation. 


THE  FOUNDATION  COURSE 

A  preliminary  Foundation  Course  is  recommended  where  the 
educational  disadvantage  of  the  student  is  such  that  it  cannot  be 
remedied  within  the  public  examination  framework  of  specific 
Departments. 

Appropriate  candidates  are  new  braille  users,  those  for  whom 
English  is  not  their  first  language,  and  those  whose  basic  literacy  and 
numeracy  has  suffered  through  absences  from  schooling,  or  from 
deteriorating  vision  over  a  period  of  schooling  without  remedial 
support. 

The  course  lasts  for  three  terms  or  fewer,  depending  on  need.  The 
student  may  then  be  eligible  for  transfer  to  a  Departmental  course. 
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PRINCIPAL'S  REPORT 


College  courses  continue  to  evolve  and  college  resources  to 
develop.  We  are  meeting  new  challlenges  in  new  ways  and  with 
considerable  success. 

The  major  challenge  for  us  is  the  challenge  of  employment.  A 
breakthrough  in  aids  for  the  visually  handicapped  is  under  way.  The 
overwhelming  problems  for  visually  handicapped  employees  are 
gaining  personal  independence  and  making  written  communications 
with  the  fully  sighted.  The  former  can  be  achieved  by  specialised 
training  with  supervised  practice,  and  the  exploiting  of  current 
technology,  from  microwave  ovens  to  audible  traffic  signals.  In 
written  communication  the  fully  sighted  are  coming  to  meet  the 
visually  handicapped.  In  ordinary  schools  keyboarding  may  replace 
handwriting,  whilst  machines  already  exist  which  will  read  aloud 
pages  of  print  or  typescript,  or  will  transform  print  into  braille  or  vice 
versa.  Soon  all  that  will  limit  visually  handicapped  persons  in  most 
white-collar  jobs  will  be  their  intelligence  and  their  training,  the  same 
limitations  which  constrain  the  fully  sighted.  The  visually 
handicapped  who  master  this  new  technology  are  on  the  verge  of 
meeting  the  fully  sighted  on  equal  terms. 

Minister  opens  the  Computing  Centre 

The  most  obvious  development  for  comment  in  this  context  is  the 
Bernard  Sunley  National  Computing  Centre  for  the  Visually 
Handicapped.  This  was  funded  originally  by  £100,000  from  the 
Bernard  Sunley  Foundation.  Subsequently,  because  technology 
costs  even  more  than  building,  £150,000  of  donations  was  added 
from  a  wide  variety  of  sources  for  equipment.  This  sum  includes 
£50,000  from  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  under  its 
Information  Technology  Awareness  Programme.  The  Rt.  Hon. 
Kenneth  Baker,  then  the  Minister  for  Information  Technology,  came 
down  to  the  College  on  June  1st  for  the  formal  Opening  of  what  is 
now  a  flourishing  department.  Despite  inevitable  teething 
troubles — those  who  are  familiar  with  information  technology  will 
know  the  infinite  capacity  of  computers  to  work  to  rule  or  to  take 
unscheduled  holidays — we  nevertheless  now  have  the  capacity  for 
sixteen  computing  students  to  work  simultaneously  at  terminals 
suited  to  their  particular  visual  handicap.  In  addition  to  normal 
terminals  we  have  outputs  in  braille,  speech,  colour,  and  enlarged 
characters.  The  Times  Educational  Supplement  published  a  glowing 
article  about  the  Centre  on  29thJune,  although  misattributing  its 
origins. 


The  Minister  for  Information  Technology,  Mr.  Kenneth  Baker,  is  shown 
a  braille  computer  terminal  by  James  Dunleavy. 
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New  developments  in  Business  Studies  and  Piano  Tuning 

In  tandem  with  these  developments  the  Department  of  Business 
Studies  has  been  able  to  offer  training  in  database  management  as 
well  as  considerably  increasing  its  capacity  for  word  processing 
training.  We  have  also  taken  the  opportunity  to  computerise  our 
accounts  system  and  student  records,  and  to  invest  in  a  new  64-line 
Regent  switchboard,  with  10  external  lines,  on  which,  incidentally, 
Business  Studies  students  can  practise  under  supervision  their 
telephony  skills. 

The  College  is  now  efficiently  heated  by  gas  (with  independent 
thermostatic  control  for  different  parts  of  the  buildings)  and  should 
recoup  the  cost  of  this  conversion  through  fuel  savings  during  the 
next  three  years  and  perhaps  have  a  little  left  in  hand  to  combat 
increase  in  electricity  prices.  The  removal  of  the  oil-fired  boilers  has 
enabled  us  to  build  above  where  they  were  an  extension  to  the  S obeli 
Department  of  Piano  Tuning  and  Repairs.  The  construction  of  eight 
new  tuning  rooms  and  their  furnishing  with  six  chipping  backs,  six 
grand  pianos  and  twenty-one  uprights,  has  cost  over  £50,000,  all  of 
which  has  been  met  by  contributions  great  and  small,  for  which  we 
are  immensely  grateful,  solicited  by  our  indefatigable  Appeal 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Craker.  This  extension  enables  us  to  take  six 
additional  Piano  Tuning  trainees  for  this  stimulating  and  worthwhile 
career,  and  at  last  to  disperse  our  long  waiting  list. 


Counselling  for  Independence 

Training  for  independence  is  an  essential  and  unique  side  of  our 
activities  and  we  intend  to  increase  its  effectiveness.  We  are 
reorganising  our  Counselling  service  by  adding  two  more 
Counsellors  whose  role  will  include  home  visits  when  it  is  necessary. 
We  have  also  appointed  a  Counsellor  in  Educational  Technology  to 
assess  all  new  students  and  recommend  appropriate  technical  and 
electronic  aids  for  their  particular  studies,  to  train  students  in  the  use 
of  them  and  to  monitor  their  future  progress.  In  addition  we  have  just 
completed  a  new  intensive  Vocational  Preparation  course  for  all  our 
leavers. 

All  our  75  final  year  students  live  out,  increasingly  in  totally 
independent  accommodation.  For  those  students  who  are  less  than 
certain  about  this  leap  into  the  unknown  we  now  have  a  Living  Skills 
house  again,  close  to  the  College,  where  a  few  students  at  a  time  live 
together  independently  yet  with  as  close  supervision  and  help  from 
the  Living  Skills  Department  as  is  necessary. 

Lecturers  have  organised  a  number  of  specialised  courses  during 
the  year  in  new  techniques,  aids  and  developments,  for  advisers  and 
teachers  of  the  blind,  as  well  as  a  "hands  on"  course  in  the  latest 
technology  for  visually  handicapped  office  workers  in  employment. 
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Active  Leisure 

Students  have  had  an  exciting,  schedule  including  not  only 
preparation  for  their  future  careers  but  also  involvement  in  some 
surprising  activities.  Canoeing  and  judo  and  aikido  and  ladies'  self- 
defence  and  sub-aqua  diving  have  flourished.  More  remarkably  there 
have  been  parachutists  and  hang-gliders,  and  successful  completers 
of  the  Marathon.  Robert  Latham  represented  Great  Britain  in  the 
World  Games  for  the  Handicapped  in  the  United  States,  at  which 
Robert  Matthews,  a  recent  student,  won  three  gold  medals.  A  student 
pianist,  David  Tompkins,  along  with  two  recent  leavers,  went  to  San 
Francisco  on  a  concert  tour  sponsored  by  the  Lions  Club.  Many 
students  took  part-  in  a  College  pantomime,  Cinderella,  and  most 
students  have  sampled  the  many  theatre  companies  which  come  to 
perform  at  the  College,  or  have  made  theatre  visits  far  and  near. 

Progressive  Evolution 

How  is  progress  to  be  measured?  Is  it  by  the  number  of  students? 
During  the  last  ten  years  as  many  students  have  passed  through  the 
College  as  passed  through  it  throughout  the  whole  of  the  forty  years' 
reign  of  Sir  Francis  Campbell,  the  first  Principal.  This  year  the 
College  has  more  students  than  it  has  ever  had  before  at  one  time. 

Is  it  to  be  measured  by  expenditure?  Ten  years  ago  our  turnover 
was  £200,000.  This  year  it  has  approached  £2  million.  Is  progress  to 
be  measured  by  demand?  All  Departments  are  under  pressure,  and 
this  year,  as  in  previous  years,  we  have  had  to  exceed  our  intended 
number  of  admissions. 

Is  it  by  the  quality  of  our  education  and  training?  This  must  be  a 
subjective  judgement.  One  criterion  could  be  external  examination 
results.  Last  year  91%  of  our  Business  Studies  students  left  College 
with  good  employable  qualifications,  and  91%  also  of  our  General 
Studies  students  gained  the  qualifications  they  needed  to  pass  on  to 
degree  courses  in  Higher  Education.  Another  criterion  could  be 
successful  placement  on  leaving.  Of  62  leavers  last  Summer  who  had 
completed  their  courses,  19  went  on  to  Higher  Education  (including 
University,  Polytechnic,  School  of  Physiotherapy,  and  Teacher 
Training).  30  are  employed.  Of  these  13  are  office 
workers — including  word  processor  operators  and  telephonists — 
9  are  piano  tuners,  8  others  include  computer  programmers,  a  trainee 
technician  and  a  trainee  British  Telecom  salesman.  13  are 
unemployed  which  is  21%  of  these  leavers.  Of  these  13  we  consider  10 
to  be  fully  employable  and  a  few  years  ago  they  would  have  achieved 
employment.  But  even  so  an  employment/Higher  Education  rate  of 
79%  is  not  uncheering  these  days. 

By  any  standards  productivity  is  high;  and  with  an  increase  in  fees 
last  year  of  3.2%  and  this  year  of  3.6%  we  are  cost-effective.  If  the 
College  were  a  nationalised  institution  it  would  be  just  about  ripe  to 
be  hived  off  and  sold  to  the  investing  public  .  .  . 
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The  Responsibility  of  Parliament 

There  is  little  indication  so  far  that  Local  Education  Authorities 
intend  to  save  money  by  pursuing  the  myth  of  integration  at  the 
expense  of  genuinely  satisfying  an  urgent  minority  need.  How  much 
longer  this  wisdom  can  prevail  may  well  depend  not  on  the  LEA's  at 
all,  but  on  Government  cash  limits.  LEA's  have  muscle,  but  the 
Treasury  has  more,  while  visually  handicapped  young  people  have 
none  at  all — beyond  a  belief  of  right-thinking  citizens  that  a 
worthwhile  future  is  their  birthright.  Let  us  hope  against  hope,  in  this 
bankrupt  decade,  that  humanity  will  prevail. 

Increasing  needs  lie  ahead,  and  great  opportunities.  Our  graduates 
bear  the  flag  for  all  the  visually  handicapped.  They  cannot  afford  to 
fail:  we  cannot  afford  to  fail  them. 


COMMENT 

YES,  MINISTER! 


Unlike  most  institutions  named  by  the  Department  of  Education 
and  Science  in  their  "Proposals  for  the  Future  Provision  in  Special 
Schools  for  Children  with  Visual  Handicaps",  first  published  in  July 
1984,  the  Royal  National  College  is  reasonably  content  with  those 
sections  which  concern  it. 

Ever  since  the  Vernon  Report,  "The  Education  of  the  Visually 
Handicapped",  was  published  in  1972  a  National  Plan  had  been 
hoped  for  which  would  cover  the  education  of  all  visually 
handicapped  pupils,  wherever  they  might  be.  What  the  DES  has 
produced  here  however  is  simply  an  attempt  to  cope  rationally  with 
the  problem  of  existing  Special  Schools  suffering  from  falling  rolls. 
Since  the  regions  are  unequally  provided  with  Specialist  Schools  as  it 
is,  the  result  is  an  uneasy  compromise  which  will  not  satisfy  most 
providers  or  many  users. 

There  is  however  a  small  section  concerned  with  Further 
Education,  upon  which  I  would  like  to  comment.  A  major  suggestion 
so  far  as  this  College  is  concerned  is:  "RNC  might  also  consider  the 
possibility  of  offering  itself  as  a  source  of  expertise  for  general 
Colleges  of  Further  Education  which  wished  to  develop  provision  for 
visually  handicapped  students".  Yes,  Minister!  RNC  has  indeed  been 
considering  this  possibility  for  many  years  and  already  provides  such 
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assistance  on  a  small  scale.  Given  the  appropriate  funding  RNC 
would  welcome  the  opportunity  to  share  its  expertise  more  widely. 

Another  paragraph  refers  to  the  advantages  of  pursuing  education 
in  the  Further  Education  sector  and  expects  that  an  increasing 
number  of  visually  handicapped  young  people  will  wish  to  do  so.  It 
goes  on  to  say,  "As  the  proportion  of  visually  handicapped  pupils 
who  have  been  educated  in  ordinary  schools  to  the  age  of  16 
increases,  it  is  likely  that  there  will  be  greater  demand  on  maintained 
Colleges  of  Further  Education  to  provide  for  small  numbers  of 
visually  handicapped  students.  These  students  are  likely  to  choose 
their  local  College  of  Further  Education  because  of  the  range  of 
courses  available,  the  opportunity  for  social  development  through 
living  in  the  community  and  increased  access  to  local  services,  e.g.  for 
employment .  . .  Only  rarely  will  the  number  of  students  in  any  region 
justify  the  establishment  of  a  specific  course." 

This  raises  the  question  of  why  so  many  visually  handicapped 
young  people  at  this  present  time  wish  to  pursue  Further  Education 
at  this  specialist  residential  College.  Some  (not  all)  local  Colleges  of 
Further  Education  would  be  happy  to  take  such  students  and 
incorporate  them  in  their  courses.  In  the  experience  of  RNC 
however,  the  reasons  for  choosing  this  College  rather  than  a  local  one 
are  more  varied  and  complex  than  the  DES  Proposals  assume.  The 
Proposals  fail  to  recognise  that  the  educational  consequences  of 
differing  visual  handicaps  vary  widely,  as  do  the  educational 
disadvantages  suffered  to  date.  This  multiplicity  of  permutations 
needs  lecturers  of  expertise  and  experience  who  can  identify  and 
satisfy  the  special  needs  of  visually  handicapped  students  at  Further 
Education  level. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  comments  which  the  College 
has  made  to  the  DES  in  response  to  their  Proposals  based  on  our  past 
and  present  experience  and  our  assessment  of  future  needs: 


1.  The  need  for  specialist  Further  Education 

(i)  It  is  indeed  likely  that  there  will  be  an  increased  demand  for 
FE  opportunities  from  the  visually  handicapped,  whether 
from  specialised  or  main-stream  schooling.  In  the  experience 
of  RNC  however  the  reasons  for  choosing  a  local  College  of 
Further  Education  are  not  the  ones  adduced  here. 

(ii)  It  is  the  experience  of  our  lecturers  that  many  main-stream 
visually  handicapped  students  have  suffered  social  isolation 
already  and  may  well  not  expect  to  remedy  this  at  a  local  CFE. 
The  reason  for  local  choice  is  more  likely  to  be  an  ignorance 
of  any  alternatives. 

(iii)  Access  to  local  employment  and  other  services  is  open  equally 
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to  all  students,  wherever  their  term-time  education  may  take 
place.  At  RNC  all  students  are  kept  in  touch  with  their  local 
Specialist  Careers  Officers  throughout  their  courses,  and 
where  appropriate  RNC  staff  will  visit  SCO's  with  the  students. 

(iv)  The  range  of  courses  for  which  a  visually  handicapped  student 
is  acceptable  in  a  local  CFE  is  extremely  limited,  since  course 
organisers  are  fearful  of  the  pressures  such  a  student  may 
create,  on  resources,  on  staff,  on  fellow  students,  and  of  the 
consequences  of  the  Health  &  Safety  at  Work  Act,  1974. 

(v)  It  should  be  noted  that  a  wider  range  of  subject  choices 
is  available  for  the  able  visually  handicapped  at  RNC  than  at 
any  other  College  or  Institution.  Not  only  is  it  possible  to  study 
a  range  of  subjects  for  which  specialist  help  is  essential,  for 
example,  'A'  level  Mathematics  or  an  LRAM,  or  information 
processing  or  computer  programming,  but  it  is  also  possible 
to  combine  courses,  so  that,  for  example,  a  piano  tuner 
can  take  'O'  level  Physics,  or  a  Business  Studies  student 
'O'  levels  in  Geography  and  Music.  Visually  handicapped 
students  at  a  local  CFE  are  sadly  disadvantaged  compared 
with  this  range  and  flexibility. 


2.  The  advantages  of  residential  courses 

(i)  The  more  time  a  student  has  spent  in  main-stream  schooling, 
the  greater  the  necessity  for  residential  FE  in  our  experience, 
and  such  provision  is  quite  as  much  needed  by  the  able  blind 
as  by  the  multi-handicapped.  Many  such  students  have  been 
artificially  protected  from  the  problems  of  everyday  life 
(some  having  had  full-time  ancillaries  to  guide  them  around) 
or  have  had  a  constant  reinforcement  of  failure,  or  both. 

(ii)  A  period  of  education  away  from  home  in  late  adolescence 
is  an  increasing  trend  for  all  people.  Without  an  adventitious 
break  such  as  this,  many  of  the  visually  handicapped  would 
never  leave  home,  or  be  allowed  to. 

(iii)  Mobility  of  labour  also  is  vital.  The  visually  handicapped 
must  go  to  live  where  the  jobs  are,  mostly  in  the  big  cities,  and 
must  be  confident  of  being  able  to  do  this  successfully.  This 
demands  high-level  training  in  mobility  and  independence 
skills. 

(iv)  The  sometimes  heavy  psychological  stresses  of  being  the 
only  blind  young  person  in  the  neighbourhood  can  more  easily 
be  mastered  in  the  emotionally  neutral  ambience  of 
professional  surroundings,  where  such  problems  are  seen  in 
proportion  and  the  student  is  not  patronised  or  ignored  or 
shunned.  Furthermore  the  company  of  students  with  similar 
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problems  reduces  self-consciousness  and  encourages  self- 
sufficiency.  Students  can  grow  confident  and  achieve  their 
potential  in  a  strongly  motivated  community  in  which  they 
need  take  second  place  to  no-one. 

(v)  There  are  very  positive  reasons  therefore  for  visually 
handicapped  students,  whatever  their  background,  following 
residential  courses  of  Further  Education,  not  simply  the 
negative  reason  of  inability  to  cope  in  ordinary  FE. 

3.  A  National  Resource  Centre  for  FE  Lecturers 

(i)  Seven  years  ago  the  Principal  of  RNC  discussed  at  the  DES 
the  College's  willingness  to  offer  support  to  local  FE  lecturers 
and  their  visually  handicapped  students,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  pump-priming  funds  would  need  to  be  made  available. 
RNC  is  indeed  ready  to  provide  this  support.  Given 
appropriate  funding,  instruction  and  resources  could  be 
provided  for  lecturers,  and  condensed  "block"  courses, 
perhaps  during  holiday  times,  for  students. 

(ii)  Apart  from  the  specialist  Diploma  at  Birmingham  University 
(available  to  qualified  teachers  only)  the  only  specialist 
qualification  in  teaching  the  visually  handicapped  available 
for  most  FE  lecturers  is  the  Diploma  in  Further  Education  of 
the  Association  for  the  Education  and  Welfare  of  the  Visually 
Handicapped,  which  provides  an  examining  board  only. 
RNC  would  like  to  provide  training  courses  for  this  Diploma, 
making  it  a  more  rigorous  instrument  with  external  validation, 
along  with  an  on-going  evaluation  which  would  enable 
appropriate  up-dating.  Again,  funding  would  be  needed. 

4.  Visually  handicapped   school-leavers   to   be   made   aware  of  all 
FE  opportunities 

(i)  RNC  supports  the  recommendations  that  visually  handicapped 
pupils  in  schools  should  be  made  aware  of  all  the  opportunities 
available  for  them  in  FE,  and  hopes  that  the  information  made 
available  will  be  inclusive  and  not  limited  to  local  provision.  As 
indicated  above  there  are  ways  in  which  all  able  visually 
handicapped  students  could  share  in  the  unique  expertise  of 
this  College,  and  the  funding  needed  from  LEA's  or  Central 
Government  is  minute  compared  either  with  educational 
spending  generally,  or  with  the  ultimate  returns  both  to  the 
country  and  to  the  individual. 

We  shall  await  the  final  draft  of  the  DES  Proposals,  due  in  1985, 
with  interest.  Of  one  thing  we  are  certain,  the  Royal  National  College 
has  a  continuing  and  vital  role  to  play  in  the  further  education  and 
training  of  the  visually  handicapped. 

LANCE  MARSHALL 
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Mr.    John   Sunley  and  Mr.   Kenneth  Baker  watch  students  word 
processing. 
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DEPARTMENTAL  REPORTS 

PILKINGTON  DEPARTMENT  OF  BUSINESS  STUDIES 

Having  trained  our  students  for  employment  it  is  most 
encouraging  for  us  to  learn  that  when  the  chance  of  a  job  appears 
they  are  able  to  rise  to  the  challenge  that  this  opportunity  provides. 
The  first  experience  in  work  of  some  recent  College  leavers  shows 
that  they  do  succeed  in  adapting  to  the  busy  office  environment. 
Stephen  Cunningham  and  his  guide  dog  travel  each  day  from 
Tamworth  to  Erdington,  where  Stephen  is  employed  as  a  clerk  by  the 
Child  Psychology  and  Advisory  Service  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Mark  Allen  travels  from  Stourbridge  into  Birmingham  each  day  to 
his  clerical  post  with  the  West  Midlands  County  Council.  Barclays 
Bank  in  Caerphilly  is  the  place  of  work  of  Adrian  Snelgrove,  who 
operates  the  busy  switchboard  at  the  bank  with  confidence.  Anne 
Palmer  is  working  temporarily  as  a  receptionist/telephonist  in 
Gwent  and  there  are  optimistic  signs  that  this  may  lead  to  a 
permanent  position.  All  of  these  students  had  worked  hard  at  the 
College  to  gain  employable  qualifications  and  they  will  be  working 
just  as  hard  now  at  their  respective  places  of  work  in  order  to 
demonstrate  daily  to  employers  and  colleagues  alike  that  they 
possess  the  qualities  of  competence  and  reliability. 

We  have  to  try  to  ensure  that  in  a  competitive  world  all  of  our 
students  can  offer  a  good  range  of  office  skills  if  they  are  to  get  even 
as  far  as  the  preliminary  stage  of  a  job  interview.  Of  those  students 
who  had  completed  a  two  or  three  year  Business  Studies  course  in 
June  1984,  82  per  cent  left  us  having  reached  the  Intermediate 
standard  required  in  secretarial  skills.  Also,  they  will  have  gained 
experience  of  word  processing,  reception/telephony  skills,  and  will 
have  undertaken  a  period  of  work  experience  and  gained  further 
Ordinary  Level  qualifications.  The  majority  of  our  students 
progressed  beyond  Intermediate  level.  For  instance,  at  the  Whitsun 
series  of  examinations  eighteen  students  of  the  Department  passed 
the  LCC  Higher  Audio  Typewriting  examination  and  ten  gained  a 
distinction;  only  two  students  failed. 

Two  students  who  were  in  the  Department  for  only  a  year  gained 
impressive  results  during  that  period,  one  of  them  reaching  LCC 
Higher  Typewriting  standard  and  the  other  reaching  Intermediate 
standard  and  a  Shorthand  speed  of  80  wpm.  One  third  year  student, 
Erica  Grimsey,  achieved  outstanding  success  by  passing  RSA 
Shorthand  at  100  wpm,  while  Angela  Harrison  gained  a  second 
national  award  by  achieving  first  prize  for  the  LCC  Shorthand 
examination  at  90  wpm. 

In  the  BTEC  General  Diploma  course,  twenty-seven  students 
passed  and  gained  the  Diploma,  including  six  students  who  obtained 
the  Higher  award  of  the  Diploma  with  Credit.  During  the  year  these 
students  have  to  study  conscientiously  to  gain  their  pass  grades  in 
course  work  and  to  succeed  in  the  three  core  modules  examinations. 
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The  BTEC  General  Qualification  has  given  a  large  number  of  our 
students  an  important  foundation  in  vocational  education,  and  we 
shall  build  upon  these  skills  in  the  second  and  third  years  of  their 
course. 

It  is  important  that  we  offer  our  students  the  opportunity  of  using 
their  skills  within  the  office  while  they  remain  under  our  supervision. 
We  expect  all  of  our  students  to  undergo  a  period  of  general  office 
duties  in  our  busy  Work  Practice  Office,  and  then  we  ask  them  to 
undertake  a  period  of  supervised  work  experience.  In  the  last 
academic  year  twenty-five  students  of  the  Department  went  out  on  a 
period  of  training,  both  within  the  Hereford  area  and  in  some  cases 
to  the  home  area  of  the  trainee.  The  students  are  expected  to  write  a 
detailed  report  for  us  on  their  experiences,  and  we  use  this  report  as  a 
basis  for  discussing  with  the  students  pertinent  aspects  of  their  office 
activities.  Work  Experience  is  an  invaluable  aid  to  our  students' 
education  and  training  and  it  is  enjoyed  by  all  of  them.  We  are 
grateful  to  all  those  employers  who  have  been  so  willing  to 
accommodate  and  assist  our  trainees.  It  is  a  service  of  inestimable 
value  to  us. 

With  the  acquisition  by  donation  of  six  Micro-Processing  Work 
Stations  and  with  our  existing  facilities  on  the  Hazeltine  terminals  we 
are  now  well  placed  to  offer  most  Business  Studies  students  some 
experience  of  Micro-Computing.  It  is  now  considered  an  essential 
part  of  the  first  year  BTEC  course,  and  all  students  will  gain  some 
experience  during  the  year  on  BBC  Micros.  Word  Processing  is 
already  offered  as  a  standard  keyboard  training  skill  to  our  third  year 
students,  and  during  this  present  year  we  are  offering 
Word/Information  Processing  as  a  discrete  keyboard  training  skill 
to  a  number  of  our  second  year  students.  By  the  commencement  of 
the  academic  year  1985-86  all  Business  Studies  students  will  follow  a 
graduated  course  of  training  in  Information  Processing. 

During  April  one  of  our  lecturers,  Mr  Ian  Caulfield,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Association  of  Visually  Handicapped  Office 
Workers  (AVHOW)  ran  a  weekend  refresher  course  for  visually 
handicapped  office  workers.  The  course  was  attended  by  thirty-two 
students  and  three  observers.  As  well  as  brushing  up  on  established 
skills,  participants  were  able  to  get  their  hands  on  new  office  aids. 
Everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  course  and  said  they  had  obtained 
great  benefit  from  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  Summer  term  the  staff  and  students  of  the 
Department  said  farewell  to  two  of  its  lecturing  stalwarts,  for  it 
heralded  the  well-earned  retirements  of  Miss  Ann  Loder  and  Miss 
Mary  Loder.  Over  many  years  these  two  ladies  have  helped  a 
countless  number  of  students  to  gain  valuable  qualifications  and  they 
have  been  able  to  instil  a  sense  of  pride  in  students  so  that  they 
recognise  the  merits  of  hard-won  achievements.  We  wish  the  ladies  a 
very  happy  retirement. 

RICHARD  STROUD 
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BERNARD  SUNLEY  NATIONAL  COMPUTING  CENTRE 

This  has  been  a  year  of  continued  development  in  the  Centre;  after 
a  number  of  setbacks  with  some  of  the  terminal  devices  we  have  at 
last  a  fully  working  system.  The  Zilog  computer  now  has  a  new 
operating  system  and  is  being  used  intensively  by  our  City  &  Guilds 
students  who,  this  year,  are  concentrating  on  COBOL  as  their 
primary  language.  We  also  have  a  braille  translation  program 
resident  on  the  Zilog  which  provides  Grade  2  braille  translation  of 
text.  For  this,  we  are  most  grateful  to  Mr.  Ernest  Bate,  our 
Mountbatten  Research  Fellow,  who,  in  his  own  time,  has  often  been 
a  source  of  considerable  expertise  available  to  staff  in  the  Centre.  The 
Zilog  computer  has  an  embossing  machine  and  printer  serving 
it — the  electronics  to  enable  it  to  do  this  provided  by  Mr.  Michael 
Williams-Davies  who,  on  many  occasions,  has  been  a  tower  of 
strength.  His  instant  help,  particularly  with  the  embossing  machines, 
has  been  invaluable  and  has  kept  the  Centre  running  smoothly. 

The  other  multi-user  system,  the  IMP,  is  now  being  used  mainly  by 
'O'  and  'A'  level  students  using  BASIC  and  PASCAL  compilers. 
This,  too,  has  print  and  braille  available  to  it,  and  in  addition,  we 
have  recently  added  a  Brailink  terminal.  (This  makes  a  total  of  five 
Brailinks  in  the  Centre).  Our  range  of  terminals  now  encompasses 
ordinary  and  enlarged  character  VDUs,  speech  synthesis  and  braille 
terminals,  in  addition  to  print  and  braille  hard  copy.  We  are, 
therefore,  able  to  satisfy  the  varying  needs  of  all  our  visually 
handicapped  students. 

Our  first  Head  of  the  Centre,  Mr.  Louis  Woolfson,  left  us  in  the 
summer,  as  did  our  part-time  Lecturer,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Vanya;  we  wish 
them  every  success  in  their  new  ventures  and  are  most  grateful  to 
them  for  helping  to  establish  the  Centre.  In  their  place,  we  have  Mrs. 
Veronica  Jones,  who  is  an  experienced  Programmer  with 
considerable  expertise  in  COBOL,  and  as  the  new  Head  of  Centre, 
Mr.  Andrew  McManus,  who  was  Head  of  Computer  Studies  at 
Bristol  Grammar  School.  He,  too,  has  many  years  commercial 
programming  experience  at  a  senior  level  and  this  will  be  invaluable 
in  developing  the  training  courses  for  our  students. 

The  highlight  of  the  year  was  undoubtedly  the  formal  opening  of 
the  Centre  in  June  by  the  Minister  for  Information  Technology,  Mr. 
Kenneth  Baker.  This  was  particularly  appropriate  as  the  Department 
has  funded  the  IMP  computer  system,  thus  doubling  the  computer 
facilities  available  to  students.  Over  100  guests  were  present  to 
witness  the  opening  and  to  be  with  us  for  lunch  afterwards.  Amongst 
the  guests  were  those  whose  munificence  enabled  the  Centre  to  be 
established,  including  Mr.  John  Sunley,  of  the  Bernard  Sunley 
Trustees.  Also  present  were  those  who  have  given  expert  advice  to  us, 
supplied  and  maintained  our  equipment,  and  others  who  have 
received  our  students  for  work  experience  training.  We  were  also 
pleased  to  receive  representatives  from  the  British  Computer 
Association  for  the  Blind,  the  assistance  of  whose  officers  in 
arranging  work  experience  has  been  of  enormous  help  to  us.  We  shall 
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look  forward  to  increasing  our  links  with  BCAB  and,  in  particular,  to 
hosting  their  conference  on  the  UNIX  operating  system  next  year. 

There  are  even  more  students  studying  Computer  Studies  this 
year,  27  on  the  'O'  level  course,  5  on  the  'A'  level  course  and  7 
students  on  the  City  &  Guilds  Programming  course.  The  continued 
support  of  M.S.C.  in  sponsoring  mature  students  on  the 
programming  course  is  much  welcomed.  It  gives  those  older  students 
who,  because  of  their  visual  problems,  are  having  to  re-train,  a 
unique  opportunity  to  obtain  valuable  qualifications  and  from  it 
employment. 

PETER  TALBOT 


DEPARTMENT  OF  GENERAL  STUDIES 

We  welcomed  two  new  full-time  lecturers  to  the  Department  this 
year.  Mr.  Nigel  Berry,  an  experienced  and  well-qualified  teacher  of 
the  visually  handicapped  who  has  taught  at  Tapton  Mount  and 
Linden  Lodge  as  well  as  in  mainstream  education,  was  appointed 
Braille  Lecturer  and  Dr.  David  Etheridge,  who  has  been  teaching  at  a 
Sixth  Form  College  in  Basingstoke,  History  Lecturer.  Both  have 
already  made  a  major  contribution  to  the  Department's  work. 

Among  the  new  student  intake  were  twenty-one  General  Studies 
students,  taking  the  Department  total  to  fifty-eight,  its  highest  ever. 
This,  and  strong  demand  from  ex-BTEC  students  in  the  Business 
Studies  Department  eager  to  add  to  their  qualifications,  has  ensured 
that  numbers  taking  'O'  levels  have  remained  remarkably  buoyant. 
There  were  125  students  taking  'O'  levels  from  among  the  eighteen 
subjects  offered  this  year.  Demand  for  'A'  levels  has  also  remained 
high  with  forty  students  following  'A'  level  courses  from  amongst  the 
eight  subjects  offered.  Links  with  Herefordshire  Technical  College 
have  strengthened  to  the  point  where  we  have  nineteen  students 
taking  courses  there;  five  taking  'A'  level  Physics,  two  'A'  level 
Sociology  and  twelve  'O'  level  Sociology,  all  with  strong  tutorial  and 
resource  support  within  the  Department. 

The  overall  pass  rate  amongst  General  Studies  students  was  72.5% 
at  'O'  level  and  69.3%  at  'A'  level,  but  more  important  than  the 
statistics  of  course  is  the  use  our  students  are  able  to  make  of  their 
qualifications,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  again  that  a  number  of 
students  have  moved  on  to  Higher  Education.  Helen  Browne  is  at 
Durham  University  reading  Sociology;  Norrie  Fisher  is  reading 
Social  Science  at  the  University  of  Ulster;  Simon  Harris  is  at  Hatfield 
Polytechnic  reading  Humanities;  Paul  Hatfield  and  Stephen  Hartley 
are  at  Lanchester  Polytechnic,  Paul  reading  Mathematics  and 
Stephen  Computer  Science;  Gary  Parr  is  at  Cardiff  reading  Law. 
David  Pridham  and  Velma  Williams  also  achieved  the  necessary  'A' 
levels  but  have  deferred  entry.  All  but  one  of  the  other  General 
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Studies  leavers  who  had  completed  their  course  achieved  at  least  one 
'A'  level. 

News  of  former  students'  successes  include  an  upper  second  in 
Politics  at  York  for  Fiona  Thompson,  who  has  just  started  a  one- 
year's  diploma  course  in  Vocational  Guidance  at  Reading  and  hopes 
to  become  a  Careers  Officer.  Lindsey  Charnock  and  Najma  Sheik 
have  both  qualified  as  Physiotherapists  and  Mansel  Griffiths,  having 
successfully  completed  a  foundation  course  at  Gwent  College  of  Art, 
has  embarked  on  a  degree  course  at  Stourbridge  College  of  Art. 

New  equipment  acquired  during  the  year  included  an  up-to-date 
microwriter  system  complete  with  printer,  a  talking  thermometer 
produced  by  the  Technical  Resources  Department  which  has  proved 
invaluable  in  Physics,  and  new  desks  for  the  main  English  Room  and 
Biology  Laboratory  which  as  well  as  being  highly  functional  have 
improved  the  appearance  of  these  areas.  The  Department  carried  out 
a  thorough  evaluation  of  the  Spragg  Work  Station,  a  device  which 
relatively  simply  and  cheaply  allows  a  student  using  a  Perkins  brailler 
to  produce  a  print  output  in  addition  to  braille. 

Visits  during  the  year  included  a  tour  of  the  North  London  School 
of  Physiotherapy  for  students  interested  in  physiotherapy  as  a  career, 
and  a  tour  of  the  City  University  Centre  for  Clinical  Communication 
Studies  for  those  interested  in  speech  therapy;  also  the  regular  annual 
visit,  with  eighty-one  students  this  year,  to  the  Sixth  Form 
Conference  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  at  Birmingham  University.  There  were  four  Theatre  trips  for 
'O'  and  'A'  level  English  students  to  see  performances  of  set  texts;  to 
London  for  the  National  Youth  Theatre's  production  of  the  Royal 
Hunt  of  the  Sun;  to  Stratford  for  Julius  Caesar,  at  the  Royal 
Shakespeare  Theatre;  and  in  Hereford  a  dramatized  reading  of 
Vanity  Fair,  and  a  performance  of  Under  Milk  Wood  at  the  Nell 
Gwynne  Theatre.  Additionally  there  was  the  annual  trip  to  the 
Ludlow  Festival  where  we  saw  a  highly  unconventional  but  brilliant 
production  of  A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream.  The  'A'  level 
mathematicians  went  to  a  Mathematical  Association  meeting  in 
Worcester  when  Dr.  Quadling  an  eminent  mathematician,  gave  a 
lecture  entitled  'Organised  Games',  a  witty,  yet  erudite,  look  at  the 
theory  of  organising  knock-out  tournaments. 

The  most  ambitious  and  most  adventurous  tours  of  the  year  were 
the  Geography  field  trips,  organised  by  Lennox  Adams,  and  in 
particular,  this  year,  the  'A'  level  Geographers'  trip  to  the 
Netherlands.  An  account  of  this  trip  appears  elsewhere  in  this  report; 
suffice  it  to  say  here  that  it  was  gruelling  in  terms  of  hard  work,  but  an 
invaluable  experience  both  academically  and  socially. 

J.  S.  J.  WILSON 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LIVING  SKILLS 

We  continue  to  amend  and  to  develop  our  programme  to  meet  the 
changing  needs  of  the  students. 

Last  year  we  received  the  use  of  a  modern  four-bedroomed  house 
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in  which  to  place  students,  to  give  them  experience  in  independent 
living.  Four  students  spend  approximately  four  weeks  caring  for 
themselves  and  for  each  other,  budgeting,  preparing  meals  and 
taking  care  of  all  the  cleaning.  Already  the  advantages  are  becoming 
apparent,  as  those  students  who  were  initially  anxious  begin  to 
develop  confidence  and  assurance  in  their  own  ability  to  apply  the 
various  skills  learned  in  the  lecture  room.  The  experience  in  many 
minor  daily  tasks  is  valuable  to  the  all-round  development  of  the 
individual,  tasks  which  are  difficult  to  replicate  in  the  lecture  room; 
paying  the  milkman,  finding  the  dustbin  lid  after  a  windy  night, 
mopping  up  after  the  washing  machine  has  overflowed.  In  addition 
the  facility  enables  us  to  continually  monitor  our  provision  and  to 
increase  our  understanding  of  the  changing  needs  of  individual 
students. 

There  is  a  continuing  demand  for  mobility  training,  not  only  from 
the  totally  blind.  Training  is  provided  initially  for  all  first  years  with 
further  provision  as  and  when  required  in  conjunction  with  the 
College  Work  Experience  and  Living  Out  programmes.  Training  is 
based  on  the  Long  Cane  technique  with  appropriate  adaptations  for 
the  individual  student.  There  is  a  steady  flow  of  applications  for 
training  with  a  guide  dog.  This  year  eight  students  have  had  a  guide 
dog  at  the  College. 

We  encourage  all  students  to  participate  in  a  leisure  or  social 
activity  during  the  evenings  and  at  weekends,  particularly  as  this  is  a 
useful  way  of  developing  relationships  and  meeting  people.  All  first 
year  students  have  to  attend  Recreation  sessions;  there  is  a  choice 
from  Horse  Riding,  Swimming,  Keep  Fit  and  Yoga.  The  remainder 
of  the  available  activities  includes  some  24  different  sports.  Soccer, 
Cricket  and  Swimming  are  the  most  popular  but  Rowing,  Canoeing, 
Marathon  Running,  Trampoline  and  Volleyball  each  have  a  small 
but  enthusiastic  following. 

This  year  we  were  responsible  for  preparing  and  presenting  a 
Vocational  Preparation  Programme  to  all  the  students  leaving  in  the 
Summer,  a  project  which  we  intend  to  make  available  to  all  students 
in  the  future. 

Finally  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  all  those  who  have  contributed  towards  another 
successful  year's  activity,  those  who  have  provided  items  of 
equipment  and  those  who  have  given  their  time  and  energy  to  help 
the  students  enjoy  a  wide  range  of  activities. 

PETER  WELLS 

DEPARTMENT  OF  MUSIC 

A  landmark  recital  was  given  in  college  on  November  1st,  and  so 
many  people  turned  up  to  hear  it  that  some  had  to  settle  for  second 
best  by  listening  to  the  music  on  a  relay  system  in  a  near-by  assembly 
room.  Ever  since  his  outstanding  success  in  the  Leeds  piano 
competition  I  had  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  the  blind  pianist, 
Bernard  D'Ascoli,  would  play  at  R.N.C.,  and  it  was  a  great  joy  to 
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welcome  this  gentle  genius  into  our  midst.  All  the  music  in  the  first 
half  of  his  programme  was  French,  as  is  the  pianist  himself,  and  after 
the  interval  M.  D'Ascoli  played  a  selection  of  works  by  Chopin. 

Earlier  in  the  Autumn  term  the  Richey  string  quartet  gave  a  fine 
concert  here,  in  which  an  organ  Concerto  by  Handel  was  included, 
with  Andrew  Beaizley  playing  the  solo  part. 

On  October  8th  members  of  the  Shropshire  Organists'  Association 
paid  us  a  visit,  and  many  of  them  went  home  having  realised  that  an 
excellent  electronic  organ  is  vastly  preferable  to  a  tedious  instrument 
with  pipes. 

On  November  19th  our  leading  music  student,  David  Tompkins, 
gave  a  very  good  lunchtime  recital  which  included  Schumann's 
"Scenes  from  childhood". 

Andrew  Beaizley  and  I  put  on  an  evening  of  French  music  at  the 
end  of  the  Autumn  term,  which  culminated  in  a  French  cheese  and 
wine  party. 

Another  blind  artist,  this  time  from  India,  gave  a  recital  here  with 
his  English  wife  on  January  31st.  Baluji  Seravistav  improvised  a 
number  of  ragas  on  his  sitar,  while  his  wife  kept  up  a  drone  bass  on 
the  tamboura.  Many  of  us,  I  know,  felt  that  hearing  this  fascinating 
music  in  the  flesh  was  a  much  more  meaningful  experience  than 
hearing  it  on  disc  or  radio. 

The  guest  speaker  at  this  year's  Founders  day  service  held  on  the 
morning  of  March  1st  was  Mr.  G.  Byron  Morgan,  J. P.,  headmaster 
of  Ysgol  Penybont  for  the  visually  handicapped  at  Bridgend. 
Throughout  his  most  interesting  talk,  the  superiority  of  Welsh  rugger 
was  never,  one  felt,  far  from  his  thoughts.  In  the  evening,  three 
former  R.N.C.  students  who  are  now  members  of  staff  gave  a 
keyboard  concert.  Edward  Wilkins  played  the  piano,  Philip  Kennedy 
tickled  the  harpsichord,  and  I  let  fly  on  the  organ. 

The  final  concert  in  the  summer  term  was  entitled  "Father  and  son 
make  music".  The  father  is  me,  and  the  son  is  the  elder  of  my  two, 
Adrian,  who  is  a  fine  flautist.  A  capacity  audience  heard  us  play 
Sonatas  by  Marcello,  Bach,  and  Hindemith,  and  we  finished  the 
programme  with  some  bits  and  pieces  by  myself.  At  the  end  of  the 
performance  the  Principal  made  a  telling  speech  about  the  joy  that 
can  be  derived  from  family  music-making,  and  how  true  are  his 
words. 

David  Tompkins,  mentioned  earlier,  plus  two  former  R.N.C. 
students,  John  Savage  and  David  Fizio,  were  among  a  party  of  six 
visually  handicapped  musicians  who  gave  a  series  of  concerts  in  New 
Jersey  and  San  Francisco,  organised  by  the  Lions  Club. 

The  best  news  of  the  year  came  during  the  summer  holiday,  when 
David  Tompkins  rang  to  tell  me  he  had  gained  the  piano  performer's 
diploma  from  the  Royal  College  of  Music.  This  entitles  him  to  write 
the  letters  A.R.C.M.  after  his  name.  He  also  earned  a  distinction 
in  his  Grade  VIII  Violin  Examination. 

JOHN  JAMES 
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SOBELL  DEPARTMENT  OF  PIANO  TUNING  AND  REPAIRS 

On  our  return  after  the  Easter  Holidays,  we  were  pleased  to  find 
that  our  new  tuning  block  had  been  completed  and  was  ready  for 
occupation.  We  were  not  hesitant  in  moving  in  and  a  big  thank  you 
should  be  said  to  the  students  who  helped  to  install  the  six  grands,  21 
uprights  and  six  chipping  backs  into  the  eight  tuning  rooms.  Mr. 
Kennedy  was  able  to  install  himself  in  the  newly  built  office. 

Last  May,  we  were  paid  a  visit  by  members  of  the  Piano  Tuners 
Guild  of  America.  The  students  played  a  large  part  in  the  visit  by 
giving  our  visitors  guided  tours  of  the  department.  We  gave  a  small 
concert  in  the  Museum  for  them  and  they  took  great  delight  in 
recording  the  occasion  both  on  tape  and  by  pictures. 

We  have  entertained  many  guests  in  the  department  who  have 
given  encouraging  and  enlightening  talks  to  the  students.  Such  visits 
have  included  Mr.  Paul  Chrimes  who  talked  about  the  advantages  of 
being  a  member  of  the  Association  of  Blind  Piano  Tuners.  Back  in 
March  Mr.  David  Howard  a  Lecturer  in  Acoustics  at  University 
College,  London,  talked  on  the  subject  of  "Listening  to  Music".  Mr. 
Peter  Strevens  gave  a  very  topical  talk  on  setting  up  and  running  a 
business — many  of  our  students  do,  in  fact,  set  out  on  their  own.  Mr. 
Peter  Harness  of  Heckscher's  visited  us  and  brought  with  him  a 
selection  of  tools  and  materials.  His  company  is  one  of  the  two  main 
suppliers  of  tools  to  all  piano  tuners.  Our  most  recent  visitor  was  Mr. 
Huw  Ceredig  who  gave  a  most  interesting  talk  on  his  work.  He  is  the 
leading  Percussionist  with  the  City  of  Birmingham  Symphony 
Orchestra. 

During  the  first  week  of  the  Summer  vacation,  the  A.B.P.T.,  in 
conjunction  with  their  sighted  counterparts,  P.T.A.,  held  a  seminar 
and  refresher  course  here  at  the  College. 

Mr.  Timothy  Lauder  spent  some  time  with  us  back  in  May.  He 
wanted  to  take  a  look  at  our  methods  of  teaching  and  what 
equipment  we  use.  Mr.  Lauder  is  setting  up  a  piano  tuning  course  for 
blind  people  in  Beirut. 

We  were  treated  to  a  recital  by  the  Misses  Alison  Irving  (violin) 
and  Jeen  Yeou  (piano).  A  particularly  interesting  aspect  of  this 
recital  was  that  Miss  Yeou  played  three  different  pianos,  each  tuned 
by  one  of  our  students. 

Staff  have,  once  again,  been  visiting  various  establishments 
throughout  the  country  promoting  the  Tuning  Department.  Visits 
have  been  made  to  Exhall  Grange  School,  Torquay  Rehabilitation 
Centre  and  Queen  Alexandra  College,  Birmingham.  Mr.  Wigmore 
and  I  visited  Ystrad  Mynach  College  of  Further  Education  where  the 
Local  Authority  has  set  up  a  course  in  piano  tuning. 

In  March,  a  number  of  students  spent  a  day  at  Steinway's 
workshops  in  London.  An  exhibition  entitled  'Sound  Sculptures'  by 
Bernard  and  Francois  Baschet  was  on  at  Wyeside  Arts  Centre  and 
Mr.  Cooper  accompanied  a  party  of  students.  The  exhibition  was 
touring  Great  Britain  and  then  going  on  to  New  York. 
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Thank  you  must  be  said  to  Vincent  Ladbrooke  (Music)  Ltd. ,  which 
very  kindly  donated  a  number  of  Actions  to  the  Department. 

To  end,  I  would  like  to  wish  those  students  who  left  during  the  past 
twelve  months  well  for  the  future. 

W.  E.  WILKINS 

ART  AND  CRAFT 

This  has  been  a  very  busy  year  with  gratifying  successes.  We  try  to 
accommodate  as  many  students,  with  their  varied  interests  and 
ambitions,  as  we  can.  Those  whose  interest  is  largely  recreational 
have  been  producing  such  significant  work  in  many  areas,  weaving, 
pottery,  photography,  drawing,  etc.,  that  we  thought  it  fitting  to 
institute  our  own  certificates,  especially  for  students  who  have  too 
little  time — or  too  little  sight — to  take  G.C.E.  courses.  Some  30 
students  have  now  qualified  for  these  externally  moderated 
certificates,  which  can  be  compared  to  C.S.E.  standard,  by 
producing  exhibitions  of  their  work  for  assessment. 

It  followed  from  this  that  we  should  put  our  work  on  more  public 
display.  An  exhibition  of  weaving  and  pottery  in  the  College  Gallery 
drew  admiration  from  knowledgeable  members  of  the  public  and  an 
invitation  to  mount  an  exhibition  at  the  Leominster  Festival.  This 
larger  exhibition  also  included  painting,  drawing,  printmaking  and 
photography  from  students  who  have  a  more  vocational  interest  in 
the  subject.  At  the  preview  they  were  fortunate  to  meet  and  discuss 
ideas  with  staff  and  students  from  Herefordshire  College  of  Art  and 
Design.  A  long  standing  invitation  to  our  students  to  exhibit  at  their 
college  was  renewed,  and  we  hope  to  take  this  up  in  the  new  year. 

In  July  two  students  left  to  take  up  full-time  Art  College  courses, 
Andrew  Kalavazides,  a  Foundation  Course  at  Chelsea,  and  Ian 
Hamilton  a  SCOTEC  Course  in  Glasgow.  Andrew  King  is  part-time 
at  Newcastle,  and  hoping  to  take  up  a  full-time  course  next  year. 
Mansel  Griffiths  is  now  on  a  Fine  Art  degree  course  at  Stourbridge. 

In  the  G.C.E.  examinations  the  'A'  level  results  were  again  very 
good,  and  though  'O'  levels  were  disappointing  overall,  Anne 
Palmer  achieved  an  excellent  grade  A  in  weaving.  She  was,  to  her 
credit,  the  first  to  praise  the  efforts  of  Vicki  Murray  in  bringing  her  to 
this  standard.  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Vicki  for  the 
outstanding  work  that  she  has  done  this  year  and  for  the 
achievements  of  her  students. 

It  is  not  all  exams,  certificates  and  exhibitions;  among  the  ways  we 
can  involve  art  in  the  broader  life  of  the  College,  perhaps  the  greatest 
fun  and  satisfaction  is  derived  from  making  the  sets  for  the  annual 
Pantomime.  The  experience  gained  from  working  alongside  students 
engaged  in  other  forms  of  creative  pursuit,  acting,  making  music, 
etc.,  is  always  stimulating  for  one's  own  activity. 

We  are  now  teaching  more  students  than  ever  before,  and  the 
overall  quality  of  work  is  rising  continuously — does  this  mean  that 
we  are  working  harder  or  that  students  are  better? 

J.  B.  EVERETT 
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LEARNING  AND  TECHNICAL 
RESOURCES 

LIBRARY  AND  LEARNING  RESOURCES 

Although  1984  may  well  go  down  as  the  year  of  the  computer,  for 
most  of  the  year  the  Library  benefitted  more  from  the  College's  word 
processing  systems,  and  in  particular,  from  the  Superbrain  with  its 
ability  to  convert  print  into  braille.  Since  we  don't  keep  audiotapes 
on  the  open  shelves,  students  have  often  asked  me  for  a  list  of  tapes, 
and  were  not  satisfied  with  the  answer  that  the  information  was  in  the 
Library  catalogue,  but  interfiled  with  the  other  media.  So  last  year  I 
listed  all  our  audiotapes  on  a  disc,  and  produced  print,  large  print 
and  braille  copies  of  these,  available  to  anyone  on  demand.  This  list  is 
now  kept  up  to  date,  and  the  second  edition  should  be  out  in  time  for 
Christmas  1984. 

Our  word  processor  may  have  been  a  boon  to  those  of  us  wishing 
to  convert  print  to  braille,  but  many  of  our  students  needed  to 
convert  braille  to  print.  Towards  the  end  of  the  summer  term  the 
College  acquired  a  'Work  station'  by  which  a  student  could  braille 
his  essay,  and  via  a  computer  and  printer  produce  a  print  version  as 
well  as  his  original  braille.  This  seemed  an  ideal  tool  for  use  in  the 
Study  room,  and  the  equipment  was  installed  in  June  on  a  trial  basis. 
Unfortunately  we  forgot  that  a  computer  could  also  be  used  for 
playing  computer  games;  students  studying  for 'A'  levels  complained 
of  the  disturbance,  and  the  Work  station  had  to  be  relegated  to  a 
room  of  its  own  in  the  Computer  block. 

Amid  all  this  high  technology,  students  continued  to  read  books 
and  magazines,  and  listen  to  tapes.  Since  we  needed  to  expand  the 
print  library,  a  new  room  was  constructed  downstairs  to  house  the 
print  magazines.  This  has  been  in  use  since  October,  and  seems  to  be 
popular.  More  shelving  was  installed  to  house  the  growing  print 
book  collection,  so  that  we,  as  well  as  the  students,  can  now  find  the 
books  we  want  on  the  shelves. 

K.  GREENALL 


TECHNICAL  RESOURCES 

Our  Casio-based  Talking  Scientific  Calculator  is  a  project  which 
has  developed  over  the  summer  months  and  comprises  a  speech 
synthesizer,  interface  logic  and  a  Casio  FX82  Scientific  Calculator. 
In  mode  1  it  will  read  the  display  giving  indication  of  sign  and 
whether  or  not  this  is  an  exponent.  In  mode  2  it  will  read  the  initial 
letters  of  whichever  mode  the  calculator  is  in,  e.g.  Memory,  Radians, 
Statistics,  etc.  A  tone  is  emitted  each  time  the  inverse  key  is  activated, 
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and  the  unit  comes  complete  with  built-in  Ni-Cads.  An  AC  adaptor 
allows  it  to  be  run  from  the  mains,  and  this  also  doubles  as  a  charger. 
This  has  been  a  long-awaited  aid  for  both  'O'  and  'A'  level  students 
and  after  the  very  kind  and  generous  donation  from  HARA  we  are 
now  able  to  complete  ten  such  calculators,  all  of  which  will  be 
complete  by  the  time  this  report  is  printed. 

The  Portable  Braille  Scale  for  typewriters  is  in  its  final  testing 
stages  and  will,  I  hope,  be  available  from  January,  1985. 

Another  project  mentioned  last  year,  "Parallel  to  Serial 
Interface",  is  complete  and  has  been  working  well  for  some  months 
now.  It  is  mounted  into  a  19"  rack  type  instrument  case  and  receives 
parallel  data  from  the  Zilog  Computer.  This  is  converted  into  serial 
data  to  RS232  specification.  The  Interface  has  two  serial  output 
ports,  one  to  the  Anadex  printer  and  the  other  to  the  LED  120  Braille 
Embossing  device.  The  Interface  can  switch  its  baud  rates  and  output 
port  automatically,  after  receipt  of  a  control  character  sent  by  the 
calling  terminal.  This  control  character  is  pre-settable  as  are  the  port 
baud  rates. 

There  is  an  audible  warning  device  to  alert  users  to  any  fault 
conditions;  printer  off  line,  out  of  paper,  etc.  and  if  the  fault 
condition  is  not  cleared  within  half  an  hour,  the  interface 
automatically  powers  itself  down.  The  front  panel  boasts  a  range  of 
light  emitting  diodes  which  indicate  present  baud  rate,  parity, 
number  of  word  bits — stop  bits  and  continuity  of  fuses.  The  unit  has 
a  built-in  cooling  fan  and  the  number  of  switchable  ports  can  be 
easily  extended. 

What  for  the  future?  Well,  we  do  have  two  long  running  projects 
which  will  soon  be  complete,  i.e.  the  "Talking  Frequency 
Temperature  and  Humidity  Meter"  and  the  "Hand-Held  Talking 
Digital  Multimeter",  both  of  which  are  in  the  very  final  stages  of 
construction.  Also,  speech  output  from  a  hand-held  "Digi-Pad"  will 
allow  hand-outlined  letters  and  numbers  to  be  spoken,  thereby 
helping  students  to  visualize  the  shape  of  characters  and  numerals. 

I  would  like  to  end  on  a  thankful  note.  I  am  grateful  for  the  hard 
work  and  conscientiousness  of  my  Technical  Assistant,  Norman 
Simms,  and  I  would  like  to  thank  him  for  all  the  effort  he  has  poured 
into  the  projects  we  have  completed. 

M.  P.  WILLIAMS-DAVIES 


CENTRE  PHOTO: 
Food  for  thought.  Susan  Jones  and  Erica  Grimsey  word-processing, 
studied  by  Principal,  Head  of  Department,  Minister  and  M.P.,  with 
Chairman  of  the  Governors  in  the  background.  (Photo:  Hereford  Times) 

twenty-three 


ART  APPRECIATION  CENTRE 

In  1984,  so  far,  apart  from  the  student  exhibition  previously 
mentioned,  two  special  exhibitions  were  held.  In  March  an  exhibition 
of  work  by  prison  artists  organised  by  Burnbake  Art,  a  charitable 
Trust  founded  to  encourage  and  promote  prison  artists.  These  artists 
rely  on  the  Trust  for  contact  with  the  Gallery  and  they  were  reported 
to  be  as  intrigued  by  the  prospect  of  their  work  being  shown  in  a 
College  for  the  visually  handicapped  as  we  were  at  seeing  work  from 
their  "colleges".  The  very  realistic  quality  of  much  of  the  2D  was 
popular  and  much  admired  by  many  students,  and  some  of  the  3D 
work  had  been  specially  produced  for  this  exhibition.  I  think  it  is 
important  that  exhibitions  should  have  a  special  or  unusual  appeal, 
and  certainly  this  exhibition  was  very  popular. 

In  June  there  was  an  exhibition  of  sculpture  and  textiles  by  three 
African  artists,  Ben  Nsusha,  Pitika  Ntuli  and  Farouque  Abdillah.  A 
very  impressive  display  of  carving  and  metal  sculpture  together  with 
Farouque's  textiles.  The  complementary  literature,  especially  the 
statements  of  Pitika  Ntuli,  were  valuable  in  putting  this  art  into  its 
cultural  and  political  context.  To  complement  the  exhibition  a 
performance  of  poetry  and  drumming  by  "African  Dawn",  who 
encouraged  everyone  to  participate.  Wonderful  .  .  .  Michael  Wright 
will  never  forget  it. 

J.  B.  EVERETT 

DRAMA 

The  interest  in  Drama  within  the  College  continues  to  flourish 
with  even  more  students  and  staff  keen  to  become  involved  in  some 
way.  The  annual  Pantomime  will  be  "Fifty  Miles  to  Hereford  Puss', 
an  adaptation  of  the  original  story  of  Dick  Whittington,  and  has  a 
cast  of  thirty-four  with  backstage  support  of  sixteen  plus  a  singing 
group;  in  all  about  fifty-four  students  and  eight  members  of  the  staff 
have  a  direct  involvement  in  the  production.  At  least  half  will 
maintain  a  continuing  interest  and  the  confidence  gained  and  shown 
by  some  of  the  students  is  quite  remarkable.  The  Art  Department 
provides  substantial  back-up  with  scenery  and  set  design  and  the 
administrative  support  from  within  the  College  creates  a  real  team 
effort. 

The  visiting  theatre  companies  on  tour  within  the  West  Midlands 
Arts  Association  circuit  continue  to  perform  in  the  College  and 
attract  large  audiences  from  outside  the  College  as  well  as  student 
interest.  The  plays  presented  cover  a  wide  contemporary  range  with 
more  of  a  verbal  than  a  visual  approach:  the  College  productions  are 
gaining  a  good  reputation  in  Hereford. 

The  new  sound  system  and  lighting  box  in  the  Main  Hall  are 
proving  to  be  fine  assets  and  the  additional  lighting  equipment 
donated  by  the  BBC  will  add  considerably  to  the  facilities. 

JENNY  GREEN 
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STUDENT  VIEWPOINT 

DUTCH  TREAT— RNC  GEOGRAPHERS  IN  THE 
NETHERLANDS 

Before  reading  this  article,  there  are  probably  many  people  who 
have  no  idea  what  is  actually  meant  by  a  Geographical  Field  Trip — 
well,  before  we  went  to  the  Netherlands,  some  of  us  were  unsure  as 
well  and  although  the  prospect  of  going  abroad  was  an  exciting  one, 
there  were  always  doubts  that  lingered  in  the  back  of  the  mind  such  as 
how  much  work  would  we  be  required  to  do?  and  would  we  enjoy 
ourselves?  These  doubts,  however,  soon  faded  away  when  we 
discovered  that,  in  many  ways,  the  trip  was  more  enjoyable  than  a 
holiday. 

After  the  overnight  crossing  from  Felixstowe  to  Zeebrugge,  we 
began  our  first  day  of  fieldwork  in  the  pouring  rain  of  Belgium. 
During  an  unscheduled  stop  at  a  market  town  called  St.  Nicholas,  a 
question  arose  in  my  mind:  who  would  be  the  first  person  to  get  run 
down  by  a  Belgian  cyclist?  The  question  incidentally  came  to  me 
when  I  realised  that  I  was  standing  in  a  cycle  lane  and  a  rather  red- 
faced  old  gentleman  was  hurtling  towards  me  at  high  speed. 

Serious  work  began  later  that  afternoon  as  we  crossed  the  border 
and  visited  the  Haringvliet  Locks  to  learn  about  the  Delta  Expo. 
After  seeing  two  films  and  touring  the  complex,  we  set  off  for  the 
Youth  Hostel  which  was  to  be  our  base  for  the  week. 

Our  second  day  was  probably  the  most  enjoyable  and  beneficial 
day  of  the  entire  trip:  we  visited  the  immense  port  of  Rotterdam 
where  we  literally  received  V.I. P.  treatment.  The  day  started  with  a 
cup  of  coffee  followed  by  a  summary  of  the  port's  activities.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  we  were  taken  to  various  areas  within  the  port 
during  which  time,  we  were  amazed  at  the  amount  of  time  and  effort 
which  the  port  authorities  devoted  to  us:  we  saw  places  that  the 
public  are  not  permitted  to  visit  and  we  picked  up  facts  and  figures 
which  cannot  be  found  in  any  text  book.  The  day  was  a  total  success, 
both  for  education  and  enjoyment. 

Every  day  found  us  adapting  to  a  new  environment  of  study:  one 
moment,  we  would  be  in  the  middle  of  a  town  and  the  next  would  find 
us  peering  down  a  river,  pondering  over  a  particular  sand-dune  or 
exploring  somebody's  barge  (with  their  permission  of  course).  After 
each  eventful  day,  we  would  return  to  the  Youth  Hostel,  have  dinner 
and  freshen  up.  Every  evening  consisted  of  an  assignment  which  took 
the  form  of  a  Short  written  piece  or  general  discussions — no,  heated 
arguments  amongst  the  group.  The  week  was  soon  over  and  on  our 
final  day,  we  went  to  Rotterdam  to  buy  some  souvenirs  and  in  the 
evening,  we  all  went  to  a  restaurant  for  a  huge  meal  before  setting  off 
for  England. 

Looking  back,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  amount  which  we 
learned  both  for  Geographical  purposes  and  interest.  Above  all,  our 
visit  revealed  that  the  most  admirable  quality  of  the  Netherlands  is  its 
people.  Everybody  was  kind  and  helpful  and  they  all  speak  such 
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beautiful  English — during  some  of  the  talks  given  to  us,  the  spoken 
English  was  so  good  that  some  of  us  had  trouble  in  following  it. 

Before  we  went  on  this  Field  Trip,  our  opinion  of  the  Netherlands 
was  formulated  by  a  mountain  of  facts  gained  from  notes  and  text 
books.  However,  in  the  space  of  one  week,  we  have  learned  more 
than  books  or  televison  could  possibly  portray  and  full  credit  must 
go  to  Mr.  Adams  for  the  months  of  tremendously  hard  work  which 
he  put  in  to  make  this  all  possible. 

JULIAN  GRIFFEN 


MARK  STRIKES  SUCCESSFUL  NOTE 

(from  The  Southern  Reporter,  27th  September,  1984) 

Piano  tuner  Mark  Fulcher  believes  his  key  to  success  lies  in 
practising  his  skills  in  the  Borders. 

So  convinced  is  he  of  the  need  for  an  expert  in  the  field  of 'ebony 
and  ivory',  that  he  has  started  up  his  own  business  piano  tuning  from 
his  home  at  Ruberslea,  Denholm. 

Mark  (19),  who  is  partially-sighted,  learned  his  art  at  the  Royal 
National  College  for  the  Blind  in  Hereford,  graduating  with  honours 
in  March. 

"Being  partially-sighted,  I  knew  there  was  a  limitation  on  the 
kinds  of  jobs  I  could  do.  I  thought  I'd  try  my  hand  at  piano  tuning, 
and  really  at  first  I  had  no  idea  about  how  it  would  turn  out,  but  soon 
found  I  was  something  of  a  natural,"  he  told  us. 

After  three  years  studying  tuning  techniques,  repairs,  ancient 
temperaments,  basic  typing  and  business  studies — success  followed 
when  Mark  won  the  MacGregor  Prize — the  top  British  prize  for 
piano  tuning  and  repairs — in  May,  and  was  runner-up  in  Europe's 
most  prestigious  piano  tuning  contest — the  David  Marks 
Competition — losing  by  just  half  a  point. 

Since  setting  up  business  as  a  fully  qualified  piano  tuner-cum- 
technician  at  his  home  in  July,  Mark  has  received  a  steady  flow  of 
work.  However,  he  freely  admits  that  the  winter  months  ahead  are 
likely  to  be  difficult  ones. 

"Things  have  been  pretty  good  so  far,  but  I  did  carry  out  a  lot  of 
forward  planning  and  was  successful  in  obtaining  a  contract  from  the 
Borders  Regional  Council  to  service  pianos  at  the  26  secondary  and 
primary  schools  within  the  Hawick,  Jedburgh  and  Selkirk  area. 

"But  I  need  more  tuning  work  in  the  area,  and  it  will  take  time  to 
get  fully  established.  The  forthcoming  months  could  be  difficult, 
particularly  since  my  friends,  who  have  been  driving  me  around  the 
countryside  to  do  jobs,  will  soon  be  going  back  to  College." 

He  added:  "I  could  really  do  with  someone  who  is  retired  to  help 
with  some  driving." 

Mark's  work  experience  away  from  the  College — in  Milton 
Keynes  and  with  an  ex-student  of  the  College  in  York — mean  a  great 
deal  to  him. 
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Mark  Fulcher. 


While  in  York  last  year,  he  was  called  to  Castle  Howard — where 
they  filmed  "Brideshead  Revisited" — to  tune  a  piano  for  the  singer 
Anita  Harris,  who  was  taking  part  in  promotions  for  the  Vauxhall 
Opel  car. 

"That  was  quite  an  experience.  The  piano  had  been  brought  from 
Scarborough  on  an  open  truck  and  had  water  on  the  soundboard. 
Eventually  we  had  to  get  another  for  them  to  use.  While  I  was  at  work 
on  it  Anita  Harris  walked  in  and  said  'Hello  piano  tuner',  to  me.  She 
was  very  nice." 

He  hopes  that  one  day  he  will  be  able  to  offer  work  experience  to 
students  at  the  Hereford  College  for  the  Blind  at  his  workshop  in 
Denholm.  "I  was  grateful  to  have  been  given  the  chance  to  do  it,  and 
I'd  like  to  repay  that  debt  by  giving  another  student  a  chance,"  he 
said. 

"I  don't  feel  disabled,  being  partially-sighted.  People  who  are 
totally  blind  can  do  this  job,  and  I  just  want  to  be  treated  normally. 
It's  just  like  anything  else.  If  you  want  to  do  something  you  just  get 
on  and  do  it,"  he  added. 

JOHN  ROSS  SCOTT 
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Student  Bed-push  during  Rag  Week  (Photo:  Hereford  Times) 


COLLEGE  NOTES  AND  NEWS 


We  have  been  informed  by  Buckingham  Palace  that  at  the  wish  of 
Her  Majesty  The  Queen,  our  Patron,  a  generous  donation  is  to  be 
made  annually  to  the  College  funds  from  The  Queen's  Privy  Purse. 

Speeches  and  Open  Day  were  on  Thursday,  5th  July,  at  12  noon. 
Lord  Howard  de  Walden,  President  of  the  College,  took  the  Chair 
and  awards  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Richard  Curtis.  The  Mayor  of 
Hereford  (Councillor  G.  R.  G.  Beynon)  honoured  us  with  his 
presence.  Lunch  in  the  marquee  on  the  lawn  followed:  there  were  two 
concerts  in  the  Recital  Room,  and  Exhibitions  were  on  show  in 
College  Departments. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Kenneth  Baker,  M.P.,  Minister  for  Information 
Technology,  visited  the  College  on  1st  June  to  open  the  Bernard 
Sunley  National  Computing  Centre  for  the  Visually  Handicapped. 
Among  the  distinguished  guests  were  Mr.  John  Sunley,  representing 
the  Bernard  Sunley  Charitable  Foundation,  and  Mr.  H.  F.  Winckler, 
Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians. 
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Congratulations  to  Mr.  Garth  J.  Jenkins,  Governor  and  former 
student  of  the  College,  on  his  promotion  to  head  the  Legal 
Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  as  a 
Deputy  Secretary  with  the  title,  Legal  Adviser  and  Solicitor. 

The  following  were  elected  Governors  of  the  College  on  4th  July, 
1984:  Mr.  Lance  Marshall,  M.A.,  F.B.I.M.  (Principal),  Mr.  Peter 
Talbot,  B.Sc,  F.I.M.A.  (Vice-Principal)  and  Mr.  Ian  Caulfield,  B.A. 
(nominated  by  the  Lecturing  Staff). 

Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  Peter  Talbot,  Vice-Principal  of  the 
College,  who  has  been  appointed  Principal  of  Queen  Alexandra 
College,  Birmingham.  Mr.  Talbot  applied  himself  wholeheartedly  to 
the  College's  interests  with  energy,  expertise,  and  diplomacy  during 
his  four  years  here  and  he  will  be  much  missed. 

The  new  Vice-Principal  is  Mr.  Frederick  Boothman,  B.A. 
(Lancaster  University),  Diploma  in  Social  Science  (Ruskin  College, 
Oxford).  He  was  a  Principal  Lecturer  in  the  Department  of  Business 
Studies  at  Wolverhampton  Polytechnic,  Divisional  Leader  for  the 
Manpower  Division  and  Course  Leader  for  the  Business  Studies 
degree. 

Congratulations  also  to  Mr.  Brian  Hewitt,  former  Deputy  to  the 
Principal  at  R.N.C.,  who  has  been  appointed  General  Secretary  of 
the  Partially  Sighted  Society. 

Arthur  G.  Whitton  was  probably  the  most  widely  ioved  member 
of  the  College  staff  of  his  period.  It  was  a  long  and  distinguished 
period  of  service,  by  any  standards — and  Arthur's  standards  were 
very  high  indeed.  As  Tuning  Instructor,  Piano  Teacher  and  Singer 
Extraordinary,  he  exerted  a  benign  influence  over  a  far  broader 
range  of  students  than  his  specialised  subjects  would  suggest.  It  was 
therefore  to  the  great  sadness  of  hundreds  of  friends,  former  students 
and  colleagues  that  he  died,  aged  80  and  after  a  long  illness,  on  14th 
June  this  year.  Tributes  were  paid  to  his  memory  by  friends  at  a 
moving  and  well-attended  Memorial  Service  held  in  St.  Ann's 
Church,  Manchester. 

We  were  sorry  to  lose  Miss  Ann  Loder,  Miss  Mary  Loder,  Mr. 
Louis  Woolfson  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  Vanya  from  the  Lecturing  Staff 
this  Summer  and  wish  them  happiness  in  their  future  occupations. 
Miss  Ann  Loder  was  appointed  to  the  Office  Staff  at  Rowton  Castle 
in  1944  and  joined  the  Lecturing  Staff  in  1958.  At  the  time  of  her 
retirement  she  was  Deputy  Head  of  the  Department  of  Business 
Studies.  Her  lifetime  of  service  to  the  College  has  been  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  many  generations  of  students.  We  wish  Ann  and  her  sister, 
Mary,  many  happy  years  of  retirement  in  their  home  almost  within 
sight  of  Rowton  Castle. 
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Miss  Elizabeth  Brown,  Mr.  Bill  Lambert  and  Miss  Jane 
Lilleystone  have  obtained  the  Further  Education  Diploma  of  the 
Association  for  the  Education  and  Welfare  of  the  Visually 
Handicapped.  Miss  Brown  and  Miss  Lilleystone  were  joint  runners- 
up  for  the  Arthur  Pearson  Prize.  Mr.  William  Johnson  is  now  a 
qualified  Optacon  Instructor. 

We  welcome  the  following  new  members  of  staff:  Mrs.  Jane  Evans, 
Cert.Ed.  (Business  Studies),  Mr.  William  Johnson,  B.Sc,  Cert. Ed. 
(Counsellor  in  Educational  Technology),  Mrs.  Veronica  Jones, 
B.A.,  Cert.Ed.  (Computing  Centre),  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  L.L.C.M., 
Dip.C.S.  (Programmer)  and  Mrs.  Linda  Wilkes  (Business  Studies). 

We  are  most  grateful  for  the  invaluable  help  of  our  tireless 
Community  Service  Volunteers,  Rachel  Corder,  Andrew  Eva,  Laura 
Evans,  Barbli  Gerstler,  Colin  Matthews,  Steven  Preshous  and  Lisa 
Rosen. 

Congratulations  to  Robert  Matthews,  former  student  of  the 
College  (1977-1981)  who  in  the  International  Games  for  the  Visually 
Handicapped  held  in  New  York  this  June  won  gold  medals  for  the 
800  metres,  the  1500  metres,  and  the  5000  metres.  He  was  presented 
with  a  certificate  by  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  at  the  Man  of  the  Year 
Dinner  and  received  a  standing  ovation  from  the  distinguished 
audience. 

Angela  Harrison  again  came  first  in  the  United  Kingdom,  this  time 
for  L.C.C.  shorthand  at  90  w.p.m.  Congratulations! 

Congratulations  to  Neil  Fradgley,  Paul  Hatfield  and  Richard 
Taylor  for  successfully  completing  the  Hereford  Marathon,  and  to 
Paul  Watts  for  completing  the  Half  Marathon.  The  support  given  by 
Keith  Harbour  and  his  colleagues  from  Hereford  Round  Table  is 
very  much  appreciated. 

The  students'  Rag  Week  raised  £600.  On  Open  Day  two  students, 
Andrea  Coales  and  Andrew  Kalavazides,  each  presented  cheques 
for  £300  to  the  Headmaster  of  Barrs  Court  Special  School,  Hereford, 
and  to  a  representative  of  the  RSPCA. 

The  Domestic  Staff,  aided  by  students  and  many  other  members  of 
staff,  raised  £1,400  for  the  St.  Michael's  Hospice  Appeal  of  Freda 
Pearce,  by  means  of  raffles,  a  Fete,  an  Old  Tyme  Music  Hall,  and  a 
sponsored  walk. 

The  conversion  of  our  heating  from  oil  to  gas  brought  the  College 
one  of  the  1984  Gas  Energy  Management  Awards.  In  October  the 
Bursar  received  an  inscribed  silver  salver  on  behalf  of  the  College. 
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A  HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO 

THROUGH  NORWAY  ON  A  "RUDGE  TANDEM" 

Dr.  F.  J.  Campbell,  principal  of  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  himself  blind,  sends  us  the  following  graphic 
account  of  cycling  on  a  "tandem"  in  Norway.  He  says: 
"Accompanied  by  my  son,  Mr.  G.  M.  Campbell,  I  arrived  in  Bergen 
on  the  evening  of  7th  August.  When  our  tandem,  which  we  dubbed 
the  'Viking',  was  placed  upon  the  pier,  we  were  surrounded  by  an 
eager  crowd,  which  rapidly  augmented  and  escorted  us  in  triumph  to 
the  hotel.  Our  first  run  was  to  Eide,  on  the  Hardanger  Fjord,  from 
whence  we  rowed  12  kilometres  in  a  small  boat  to  Utne.  The  large 
wheel  of  the  'Viking'  was  placed  across  the  bow,  the  little  wheels  on 
either  side,  and  then  it  was  easily  lashed  so  as  to  ride  steadily.  We 
certainly  cut  a  strange  figure  as  we  shot  into  the  Fjord.  The  delighted 
people  on  the  shore  cheered  us  heartily,  and  we  waved  our  hats  in 
return.  At  Utne  the  inhabitants  collected,  even  before  we  could  land. 
As  the  tandem  was  raised  from  the  boat,  there  was  a  grand  rush,  the 
women  screamed,  and  all  tried  to  escape;  they  seemed  to  think  we 
had  an  infernal  machine.  When  we  left  Odde  for  Roldal  we  were 
pursued  by  a  return  carriole.  The  man,  with  mouth  and  eyes  wide 
open,  drove  his  pony  unmercifully  to  keep  up  with  the  strange 
machine  which,  without  any  horse,  was  carrying  two  men.  After  four 
or  five  kilometres,  I  became  weary  of  the  continual  rattle  of  the  old 
carriole.  We  stopped  and  seated  ourselves  beside  the  road,  'Zekiel' 
stopped  also.  We  invited  him  to  go  on,  but  he  declined,  and  when  we 
stretched  ourselves  on  the  grass  he  lighted  his  pipe.  We  feigned  sleep, 
and  at  last  he  drove  on,  disappearing  round  a  corner.  In  a 
few  minutes  we  moved  on,  but  when  we  came  round  the  corner 
there  was  Zekiel  quietly  smoking  his  pipe.  As  we  came  up  to  him 
he  took  the  lead,  cracked  his  whip,  and  suddenly  started  off  at 
a  tremendous  pace;  but  we  soon  understood  his  purpose.  A  village 
was  near  by,  and  he  had  gone  to  notify  the  people  of  our  approach. 
Men,  women,  and  children  lined  both  sides  of  the  road.  We  gratified 
them  by  going  through  at  racing  speed,  but  they  backed  off  farther 
and  farther  as  we  approached,  each  in  turn  laughing  and  cheering  the 
instant  we  passed.  The  route  of  the  Hankelid  and  through  the 
Thelmarken  was  most  delightful.  From  Christiania  we  went  by 
rail  to  Trondhjim.  After  visiting  the  Molde,  Stor  Nord,  and 
Sogne  Fjords  we  returned  to  Christiania  over  the  Fille  Fjeld  and 
through  the  beautiful  Valdves.  We  crossed  several  high  passes,  the 
highest  being  3,800  ft.  The  Hankelid  was  covered  with  snow  for 
several  kilometres,  but  even  here  we  had  little  difficulty.  I  am 
constantly  asked,  'Can  you  recommend  Norway  for  cycling?'  This 
depends  upon  circumstances.  A  rider  who  wishes  to  announce  a 
great  run  from  day  to  day  will  be  disappointed,  but  any  one  who 
desires  healthful  recreation  in  a  delightful  country,  the  entire 
population  of  which  will  be  at  his  service,  let  him  go  to  Norway." 

The  Daily  News,  September,  1884 
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AWARDS  1984 

These  Awards  are  in  effect  Leaving  Scholarships  to  the  value  of  £50. 


The  Pilkington  Department  of  Business  Studies 

The  Armitage  Prize  for  Typewriting  Kevin  Betteridge 

The  Mary  Lewis  Memorial  Prize  for 

Shorthand  Erica  Grimsey 

The  Department  of  General  Studies 

The  Lady  Campbell  Prize  Paul  Hatfield 

The  Dixson  Prize  Stephen  O'Reilly 

The  Department  of  Music 

The  Amelia  Campbell  Prize  David  Tompkins 

The  Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell  Prize  Mark  Allen 

The  Sobell  Department  of  Piano  Tuning  and  Repairs 

The  Harry  Veale  Prize  for  Piano  Tuning  Stephen  Thomas 

The  Philip  Layton  Prize  for  Piano  Repairs  Shaun  Cassidy 

The  Bernard  Sunley  National  Computing  Centre 

Computer  Programming  Prize,  presented  by  a  current 

amanuensis  James  Dunleavy 

The  Prince  of  Wales  Prize 

Awarded  to  the  student  who  has  both  made 
the  best  use  of  the  course  and  has  contributed 
substantially  to  College  life  Annette  Jones 
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FIRST  YEAR  STUDENTS— 1984 


Name 


Course 


Sponsor 


School 


Tariq  Ahmed* 

Found 

Bradford 

Tapton  Mount,  Queen  Alexandra 

Debra  Bannerman 

BUS 

Avon 

Ysgol,  Penybont 

Justin  Barnes 

Comp 

TSD 

Manor  House,*  Torquay 

Omar  Basbas* 

Found 

Libyan  People's 
Bureau 

Libya 

Dawn  Beacall 

BUS 

Beds. 

Houghton  Regis  &  Queen 
Alexandra 

James  Bransford 

GS 

Kirklees 

Rastrick  Grammar 

Ashwin  Bulsara 

BUS 

Barnet 

New  River 

Nadia  Burns 

BUS 

N.  Eastern  Lib.  Bd. 

Jordanstown 

Selena  Burrows 

GS 

Cornwall 

Penair  Comp. 

Roderick  Carne 

PT 

TSD 

Royal  School  &  Manor  House, 
Torquay 

Michelle  Chadwick 

BUS 

Bury 

Derby  Sc.  &  Stand  College 

Keith  Clancy 

BUS 

Coventry 

Exhall  Grange 

Christine  Constantinou 

GS 

Leeds 

Chorleywood  &  St.  Vincent's 

Lindsey  Cox* 

Found/BUS 

Dudley 

Ellowes  Hall  &  Wolv.  &  Dudley 
Institute 

Deborah  Cullen 

GS 

Stockport 

St.  Vincent's 

Janice  Cutter 

PT 

Sunderland 

Barbara  Priestman 

Amanda  Davies 

GS 

Staffs. 

Exhall  Grange 

Karyn  Davies 

GS 

Mid-Glam. 

Pendyre  &  Ysgol  Penybont 

Sandra  Drewell 

GS 

ILEA 

Linden  Lodge 

Alan  Ebanks 

BUS 

Hfd.  &  Worcs. 

George  Auden  &  Queen  Alexandra 

David  Edwards 

GS 

Wilts. 

West  of  England 

Jacqueline  Elshaw 

BUS 

Sheffield 

Tapton 

Lindsay  Empson* 

PT 

TSD 

Dorton  House  RNC,  Shrewsbury 
&  Hethersett 

Tracy  Fisher 

GS 

Wolverhampton 

Lickey  Grange 

Richard  Foot 

Comp 

TSD 

Manor  House,  Torquay 

Andrew  Garner 

BUS 

Staffs. 

Chell  High 

Lee  Garrett 

BUS 

Hillingdon 

John  Aird 

Abner  George 

BUS 

Kent 

Blatchington  Court 

Marc  Gilbert 

Comp 

TSD 

Linden  Lodge  &  RNC 

Ian  Grant 

PT 

Derbys. 

St.  Vincent's  &  Hethersett 

Andrew  Graves 

BUS 

Essex 

Dorton  House 

Brian  Gray 

BUS 

Belfast 

Jordanstown 

Keith  Green 

GS 

Staffs. 

Lickey  Grange 

Andrew  Hamilton 

BUS 

Bucks. 

Exhall  Grange 

Brian  Harris 

BUS 

Herts. 

Linden  Lodge 

James  Henry* 

PT 

N.  Eastern  Lib.  Bd. 

Jordanstown 

Derek  Higgs* 

PT 

TSD 

Simon  Highsmith 

BUS 

I.O.W. 

Lickey  Grange 

Andrew  Hollingsworth 

GS 

Cleveland 

Derby  Sc. 

Phillip  James 

BUS 

ILEA 

Clapham  Park 

Richard  Jones 

BUS 

W.  Sussex 

Linden  Lodge 

Matthew  Jurjavcic 

GS 

Gwent 

Pontllanfraith  Comp. 

Sameena  Karim 

BUS 

Newham 

Linden  Lodge 

Imran  Khan 

GS 

Birmingham 

Lickey  Grange 

Michelle  Kibbles 

Found 

Cornwall 

Launceston  College 

Caroline  Killen 

BUS 

Birmingham 

St.  Edmund  Campion  Sc. 

Louise  Kinge* 

BUS 

Hants. 

Fernhill  Comp. 

Matthew  Leonard 

GS 

E.  Devon 

West  of  England 

Graham  Longly 

GS 

Kent 

Blatchington  Court 

Bridget  McFarlane 

BUS 

Belfast 

Jordanstown 

Kathleen  McGettigan 

GS 

Belfast 

Jordanstown 
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Michelle  Manthorpe 

Found 

Suffolk 

Georgina  Mickowska 

GS 

Leics. 

Karen  Money 

BUS 

TSD 

Pamela  Moore 

GS 

Dorset 

Mark  Newman 

BUS 

Wilts. 

Andrew  Oakes 

Found 

Bolton 

Clare  Ogden 

Found 

Cambs. 

Folarin  Owuye 

BUS 

ILEA 

Richard  Penstone 

BUS 

Hillingdon 

Jacqueline  Phillips 

BUS 

Bucks. 

Gillian  Pruden 

GS 

Herts. 

Anthony  Putnam 

PT 

TSD 

Abdul  Razaq 

BUS 

Leeds 

Leslie  Reed 

PT 

TSD 

Christopher  Reilly 

BUS 

Birmingham 

Michael  Reynolds 

BUS 

E.  Devon 

Patrick  Roche* 

PT 

TSD 

Michael  Scobie 

GS 

Lothian  Regional 

Jane  Sellers ' 

BUS 

Surrey 

Mark  Sheppard* 

PT 

TSD 

Ranjit  Singh 

Comp 

TSD 

Tina  Snow 

BUS 

I.O.W. 

Idrissa  Soumaoro 

MUS 

British  Council 

Gary  Stoker 

PT 

Sunderland 

Victoria  Swaddle 

BUS 

Gateshead 

Julie  Taylor-Moffatt 

BUS 

Northants. 

Julie  Thomas 

BUS 

Gwent 

Linda  Tolan 

BUS 

Belfast 

Pamela  Towson 

GS 

Dorset 

Murray  Treanor 

BUS 

Jersey 

Keith  Valters 

GS 

Wilts. 

Suzanne  Ward 

GS 

Kirklees 

Paula  White 

Found 

Dorset 

Sharon  White 

BUS 

Leics. 

Helen  Williams 

BUS 

Gwent 

Michael  Winder 

PT 

Derbys. 

Adrian  Wyles 

BUS 

E.  Devon 

88  students 

East  Anglian  &  Hethersett 

South  Lodge 

Hereford  Tech.  College 

West  of  England 

West  of  England  &  Hethersett 

Rivington  &  Blackwood  High 

Hereward  College 

Clapham  Park 

Linden  Lodge 

Exhall  Grange 

Loreto  Girls'  College 

Exhall  Grange 

Ralph  Thoresby  High 

RNC,  Shrewsbury;  Physio  School 

&  Hull  University 

Priestley  Smith 

West  of  England  &  Hethersett 

Lickey  Grange  &  Queen  Alexandra 

Royal  Blind  Sc,  Edinburgh 

John  Aird 

Manor  House,  Torquay 

Heatherpark  Comp., 

Wolverhampton 

Cowes  High 

Mali 

Derby  Sc. 

St.  Vincent's  &  Gateshead  Tech. 

Fairfields,  Northampton 

Ysgol  Penybont 

St.  Genevieve's  High 

Exhall  Grange 

Exhall  Grange 

West  of  England 

Temple  Bank 

Blatchington  Court 

Chorleywood 

Bridge  Block  Special  Unit 

Charles  White  Sec.  &  Hethersett 

West  of  England  &  Hethersett 


*Joined  during  the  year 
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PLACEMENTS  AND  CONTINUING 
EDUCATION 


Mark  Allen 
Fraser  Anderson 
Richard  Bines 
Sally-Anne  Booth 
Rodney  Brooke 
Helen  Browne 
Andrew  Bryant 
Shaun  Cassidy 
Alison  Chambers 
Andrea  Coales 
Clive  Concarr 
Nigel  Dawes 
James  Dunleavy 
Kate  Fensome 
Lorrayne  Fisher 
Norrie  Fisher 
Mark  Fulcher 
Erica  Grimsey 
Ian  Hamilton 
Simon  Harris 
Stephen  Hartley 
Paul  Hatfield 
John  Haynes 
Derek  Higgs 
Annette  Jones 
Susan  Jones 
Andrew  Kalavazides 
Andrew  King 
Elsie  Laing 
Alison  Newell 
Anne  Palmer 
Gary  Parr 
Hugh  Penstone 
Jacqueline  Potter 
Ian  Rattray 
Douglas  Robertson 
Keith  Russell 
Avril  Slack 
Adrian  Snelgrove 
Joanna  Summers 
Steven  Thiele 

Stephen  Thomas 
Stephen  Windyk 


YTS  secretarial  work,  home  area 

Bristol  Polytechnic 

Computer  Programmer 

Hotel  Reception  work 

Piano  tuning 

Durham  University,  reading  Sociology 

Piano  tuning 

Piano  tuning 

Telephony  training 

CSV  with  physically  handicapped 

Software  salesman,  Dublin 

RNC,  Computer  Department  Technician 

Computer  Dept.,  St.  James'  Hospital,  Dublin 

YTS,  office  work,  Russell  Baldwin  &  Bright 

Local  Technical  College 

Ulster  University,  reading  Social  Science 

Piano  tuning 

YTS,  secretarial  work,  H.P.  Bulmer  &  Co. 

School  of  Art,  Glasgow 

Hatfield  Polytechnic,  reading  Humanities 

Lanchester  Polytechnic,  reading  Computer  Science 

Lanchester  Polytechnic,  reading  Mathematics 

Piano  Tuning 

Piano  Tuning 

Secretarial  work,  Despatch  Dept.,  Hereford  firm 

Barclays  Bank,  S.  Wales 

Chelsea  School  of  Art 

Newcastle  School  of  Art 

Lloyds  Bank,  Eastbourne 

Family  hotel  business 

Secretarial  work,  Gwent  County  Council 

Cardiff  University,  reading  Law 

Piano  tuning 

YTS  audio-typing/telephony 

YTS  word-processing,  Cadbury  Schweppes 

Work  Experience,  Council  Offices,  Dundee 

Community  Service  Volunteer 

Local  Technical  College 

Barclays  Bank,  S.  Wales 

Local  F.  E.  College 

Computer  Programming,  Barclays  Bank  Headquarters 

Cheshire 

Piano  Tuning 

Telephony  training 
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EXAMINATION  RESULTS 

ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  ARTS  EXAMINATIONS 

AUTUMN  SERIES,  1983 


Intermediate  Typewriting 

Norrie  Fisher 

Angela  Harrison  (Distinction, 

Speed  45  wpm) 
Dianne  Holmes  (Speed  45  wpm) 
Jeannette  Wright  (Speed  40  wpm) 

Elementary  Typewriting 

Colin  Cumiskey 

Nigel  Dawes  (Distinction) 

James  Dunleavy  (Distinction) 

Jacqueline  Fullam  (Distinction) 

Margaret  Hennessy  (Distinction) 

Stephen  Musther  (Distinction) 

Peter  Radovic 

Joanne  Summers  (Distinction) 

Freda  Wilson  (Distinction) 

In ter mediate  A  udio- Typewriting 

Angela  Harrison  (Distinction) 
Linda  Marsh 


Intermediate  Medical  Audio-Typewriting 

Donna  Brown 
Douglas  Robertson 
Yvonne  Taylor 

Shorthand  80  wpm 
Susan  Jones 

Shorthand  60  wpm  (with  Typed  Transcript) 

Catherine  Ambler 
Charmaine  Morby 
Christopher  Jackson 
Andrew  Robertson 

Shorthand  50  wpm  (with  Typed  Transcript) 
Adrian  Snelgrove 


EASTER  SERIES,  1984 


Advanced  Typewriting 
Kevin  Betteridge 

Intermediate  Typewriting 

Nigel  Dawes 

James  Dunleavy  (Speed  40  wpm) 

Sharon  Hardwell 

Margaret  Hennessy 

Michael  lies  (Speed  45  wpm) 

Philip  Jenkins 

Charmaine  Morby  (Speed  45  wpm) 

Andrew  Roberts  (Distinction) 

Freda  Wilson  (Speed  50  wpm) 

Elementary  Typewriting 

Anthony  Colombo 
Clive  Concarr 
Christopher  Erwood 
Laurence  Orrell 
Steven  Thiele 

In  term edia  te  A  udio-  Typewriting 

Nigel  Dawes 
Dianne  Holmes 
Joanna  Summers 


Medical  Audio-Typewriting 

Kevin  Betteridge  (Distinction) 
Angela  Harrison  (Distinction) 
Annette  Jones 
Susan  Jones 
Paul  Metters 

Intermediate  Shorthand-Typewriting 
Erica  Grimsey 

Shorthand  80  wpm 

Donna  Brown 
Angela  Harrison 

Shorthand  60  wpm  (with  Typed  Transcript) 

Bernadette  Ashton 
Lynn  Marno 
Linda  Marsh 
Grainne  McGlone 
Jacqueline  Potter 
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Elemen tary  A  udio- Typewriting 

Catherine  Ambler 
Bernadette  Ashton 
Jean-Pierre  Bayles 
Gennaro  Beato 
Jo  Bennett 
Jennifer  Bradley 
Anthony  Colombo 
Clive  Concarr 
Colin  Cumiskey 
John  Dawson 
Ronald  Edwards 
Christopher  Erwood 
Alison  Evans 


Liam  Flynn 
Sharon  Hardwell 
Aled  Hughes 
Wendy  Hughes 
Michael  lies 
Christopher  Jackson 
Peter  Lewin 
Joseph  Loughrey 
Grainne  McGlone 
Nichola  Mullett 
Neil  Pritchard  (Distinction) 
Steven  Thiele  (Distinction) 


SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 


Intermediate  Typewriting 

Jacqueline  Fullam  (Distinction, 

Speed  40  wpm) 
Peter  Radovic  (Speed  40  wpm) 
Steven  Thiele 

Elementary  Typewriting 

Teresa  Aylwin 

Jo  Bennett 

Kevin  Berry 

Sharon  Blazeby 

Julie  Bullock 

Nicole  Campbell 

Jeanette  Contant  (Distinction) 

Victor  Davies 

Kevin  Ellis 

Alison  Evans 

Michael  Ferguson  (Distinction) 

Lorrayne  Fisher  (Distinction) 

Shaunna  Fisher  (Distinction) 

Neil  Fradgley 

Darron  Hay 

Tina  Hodgson 

Deborah  Hoptroff 

Paula  Jordan 

Kevin  Lloyd 

Roisin  Lynch 

Grainne  McGlone 

Malkit  Singh 

Andrew  Spridgens 

Elementary  Audio-Typewriting 

Kevin  Berry 

Helen  Burgoyne 

Victor  Davies 

Kevin  Ellis 

Neil  Fradgley 

Barry  Hibbert 

Lesley  Kelly 

Andrew  Lockyer 

Roisin  Lynch 

Jacqueline  McCusker  (Distinction) 


Laurence  Orrell 
Nigel  Partridge 
Terrence  Rocks 
Pritesh  Thakore 

Intermediate  A  udio-Typewriting 

Andrea  Coales 
James  Dunleavy 
Kate  Fensome 
Jacqueline  Fullam 
Margaret  Hennessy 
Joseph  Loughrey 
Jacqueline  Potter 
Andrew  Roberts 

Intermediate  Medical  Audio-Typewriting 

Nigel  Dawes 
Jacqueline  Fullam 
Dianne  Holmes 
Linda  Marsh 
Joanna  Summers 

Elementary  English  Language 

Catherine  Ambler 
Sally-Anne  Booth 
Karen  Jones 
David  McClurg 
Douglas  Robertson  (Credit) 
Stephen  Windyk  (Credit) 

Shorthand  50  wpm  (Typewritten  Transcript) 

Jo  Bennett 
Julie  Bullock 
Jeanette  Contant 
Michael  Ferguson 
Shaunna  Fisher 
Tina  Hodgson 
Paula  Jordan 
Richard  Lee 
Stephen  Thacker 
Fiona  Tindale 
Heather  Young 
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Shorthand  80  wpm  (Typewritten  Transcript) 

Ronald  Edwards 
Dianne  Holmes 
Lynn  Marno 
Grainne  McGlone 
Andrew  Roberts 


Shorthand  100  wpm 
Erica  Grimsey 


LONDON  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  &  INDUSTRY  EXAMINATIONS 

AUTUMN  SERIES,  1983 


Higher  Typewriting 

Carl  Ridgway  (Distinction) 
Douglas  Robertson  (Distinction) 

Intermediate  Typewriting 

Catherine  Ambler 
Kevin  Block 
Sally-Anne  Booth 
Simon  Gledhill 
Aled  Hughes 
Andrew  King 
Peter  Lewin 
Joseph  Loughrey 
Neil  Pritchard 
Nicholas  Underwood 
Julian  Wallace 

Elementary  Typewriting 

Jennifer  Bradley 
Nigel  Dawes  (Distinction) 
James  Dunleavy 
Margaret  Hennessy 
Peter  Radovic 
Sean  Reed 
Freda  Wilson 
Heather  Young 


Shorthand  90  wpm 

Donna  Brown  (Distinction) 
Erica  Grimsey  (Distinction) 
Carl  Ridgway  (Distinction) 

Shorthand  80  wpm 

Angela  Harrison  (Distinction) 

Shorthand  70  wpm 

Catherine  Ambler  (Distinction) 
Ronald  Edwards  (Distinction) 
Dianne  Holmes  (Distinction) 
Charmaine  Morby  (Distinction) 
Andrew  Roberts  (Distinction) 
Adrian  Snelgrove  (Distinction) 

Shorthand  60  wpm 
Paul  Watts 

Shorthand  50  wpm 

Bernadette  Ashton  (Distinction) 

Jacqueline  Potter 

Terrence  Rocks 

Julian  Wallace  (Distinction) 


EASTER  SERIES,  1984 


Higher  Audio-Typewriting 


Mark  Allen  (Distinction) 

Kevin  Betteridge  (Distinction) 

Donna  Brown  (Credit) 

Andrea  Coales 

Nigel  Dawes  (Distinction) 

James  Dunleavy  (Distinction) 

Kate  Fensome  (Distinction) 

Jacqueline  Fullam 

Angela  Harrison  (Distinction) 

Margaret  Hennessy  (Distinction) 

Annette  Jones  (Distinction) 

Susan  Jones  (Credit) 

Andrew  Kalavazides  (Distinction) 

Linda  Marsh  (Distinction) 


Paul  Metters  (Distinction) 

Nadeen  Nawaz 

Anne  Palmer  (Distinction) 

Peter  Radovic  (Credit) 

Ian  Rattray  (Credit) 

Douglas  Robertson  (Distinction) 

Keith  Russell  (Credit) 

Adrian  Snelgrove 

Joanna  Summers  (Credit) 

Yvonne  Taylor  (Distinction) 

Freda  Wilson  (Distinction) 
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Intermediate  A udio-Typewriting 

Kevin  Block 

Sally-Anne  Booth 

Nome  Fisher 

Simon  Gledhill 

Karen  Jones 

Elaine  Meal  (Distinction) 

Alison  Miles  (Distinction) 

Higher  Typewriting 

Angela  Harrison  (Distinction) 

Intermediate  Typewriting 

Nigel  Dawes  (Distinction) 
Freda  Wilson 

Elementary  Typewriting 
Pervez  Akhtar 

Shorthand  50  wpm 

Sean  Reed 

Sharon  Spencer  (Distinction) 


Shorthand  70  wpm 

Jean-Pierre  Bayles 
Jacqueline  Potter  (Distinction) 

Shorthand  80  wpm 

Kate  Fensome 

Dianne  Holmes  (Distinction) 

Karen  Jones 

Charmaine  Morby  (Distinction) 

Andrew  Roberts  (Distinction) 

Adrian  Snelgrove 

Shorthand  90  wpm 

Angela  Harrison  (Distinction) 
Susan  Jones  (Distinction) 

Shorthand  100  wpm 

Erica  Grimsey  (Distinction) 
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Higher  Typewriting 

Nigel  Dawes 

James  Dunleavy  (Distinction) 

Dianne  Holmes 

Linda  Marsh 

Paul  Metters  (Credit) 

Joanna  Summers  (Distinction) 

Freda  Wilson  (Credit) 

Intermediate  Typewriting 

Colin  Cumiskey 

Ronald  Edwards 

Jacqueline  Fullam  (Distinction) 

Grainne  McGlone 

Elaine  Meal 

Peter  Radovic 

Steven  Thiele 

Paul  Watts 

Elementary  Typewriting 

Christopher  Jackson 
Marika  Kovacs 
Richard  Lee 
Kathleen  Robinson 
Ismail  Saloo 

Intermediate  Audio-Typewriting 

Catherine  Ambler 

James  Dunleavy 

Ronald  Edwards 

Jacqueline  Fullam  (Distinction) 

Sharon  Hardwell 


Margaret  Hennessy 
Stephen  Holmes 
Karen  Jones 
Grainne  McGlone 
Jacqueline  McKinley 
Alison  Miles 
Peter  Lewin 
Nigel  Partridge 
Peter  Radovic 
Keith  Russell 
Steven  Thiele 
Lorna  Whyte 

Elementary  Audio-Typewriting 

Lorraine  Drewell 

Marika  Kovacs 

Abdulla  Mjasiri 

Sean  Reed 

Sharon  Spencer 

Heather  Young  (Distinction) 

Shorthand  50  wpm 

Jennifer  Bradley 

Julie  Bullock  (Distinction) 

Michael  Ferguson  (Distinction) 

Shaunna  Fisher 

Tina  Hodgson 

Marika  Kovacs 

Shorthand  60  wpm 

Paula  Jordan  (Distinction) 

Richard  Lee 

Carlton  McDonald  (Distinction) 
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Shorthand  90  wpm 

Dianne  Holmes  (Distinction) 
Andrew  Roberts  (Distinction) 


Shorthand  70  wpm 

Helen  Burgoyne  (Distinction) 
Linda  Marsh  (Distinction) 
Nadeen  Nawaz 
Stephen  Thacker  (Distinction) 

Shorthand  80  wpm 

Ronald  Edwards  (Distinction) 

Grainne  McGlone 

Lynn  Marno  (Distinction) 


BUSINESS  &  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  COUNCIL 

GENERAL  LEVEL  AWARD  IN  BUSINESS  STUDIES 


Diploma  with  Credit 

Grahame  Allen 
Teresa  Aylwin 
Lorrayne  Fisher 
Ismail  Saloo 
Andrew  Spridgens 
Fiona  Tindale 

Diploma 

Bernadette  Ashton 
Carol  Anderson 
Jennifer  Bradley 
Julie  Bullock 
Nicole  Campbell 
Karl  Clayton 
Jeanette  Contant 
Michael  Ferguson 
Shaunna  Fisher 
Sarah  Friend 


Mary  Greaney 
Darron  Hay 
Diane  Henderson 
Tina  Hodgson 
Virmati  Jethwa 
Paula  Jordan 
Lesley  Kelly 
Marika  Kovacs 
Richard  Lee 
Donna  McLachlan 
Geraldine  O'Rourke 
Kathleen  Robinson 
Malkit  Singh 
Carol  Thacker 
Stephen  Thacker 


Certificate 


Deborah  Hoptroff 
David  Thomas 


GENERAL  CERTIFICATE  OF  EDUCATION  OXFORD  BOARD 

AUTUMN  SERIES,  1983 

'O'  LEVEL 

History  (British) 


English  Language 

Douglas  Adams — B 
Mark  Allen— C 
Mark  Allen— C 
Andrea  Coales — C 
Frances  Le  Sueur — C 
Peter  Radovic — B 
Avril  Slack— C 


History 


Adamu  Ali — D 
Helen  Browne — D 
Norrie  Fisher — C 
Simon  Harris — C 


John  McCreaddie — C 

Geography 

Winston  Murray — C 

Human  Biology 

Aled  Hughes — C 

SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 

A'  LEVEL 


Stephen  Musther — C 
Stephen  O'Reilly— D 
Gary  Parr — A 
Andrew  Shipley — D 
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English  Literature 

Helen  Browne — D 
Norrie  Fisher — E 
Gary  Parr — D 
David  Pridham — B 
Velma  Williams — D 
Dominic  Woods — E 


Computer  Science 

Richard  Bines— E 
Stephen  Hartley — D 

Mathematics 

Paul  Hatfield— C 


SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 


'O'  LEVEL 


English  Language 

Dawn  Anderson — C 
Kevin  Berry — B 
Jennifer  Bradley — C 
Gordon  Cow — A 
Colin  Cumiskey — C 
John  Dawson — B 
Kevin  Ellis— B 
Neil  Fradgley — B 
Angela  Harrison — A 
Wendy  Hughes — C 
Michael  lies — B 
Andrew  Lockyer — C 
Douglas  Robertson — C 

English  Literature 

Helen  Burgoyne — C 
Victor  Davies — A 
John  Dawson — C 
Ronald  Edwards — C 
Kevin  Ellis— B 
Alison  Evans — B 
Wendy  Hughes — C 
Firozabanu  Ismail — B 
Philip  Jenkins — C 
Donald  Loy— C 
John  McCreaddie — C 
Deborah  Mattock — C 
Nicola  Mullett — C 
Pritesh  Thakore— C 
Paul  Watts— C 

History  (British) 

Victor  Davies — A 
Firozabanu  Ismail — A 
Philip  Jenkins — C 
Michael  Spooner — B 

Commerce 

Pervez  Akhtar — C 
Dawn  Anderson — C 
Jean  Pierre  Bayles — B 
Kevin  Betteridge — C 
Alison  Chambers — C 
Colin  Cumiskey — B 
Angela  Harrison — B 


Firozabanu  Ismail — B 
Frances  Le  Sueur — C 
Peter  Lewin — A 
Donald  Loy — B 
Roisin  Lynch — C 
Anne  Palmer — C 
Ian  Rattray — B 
Velma  Williams — C 

A  dditional  Ma  th  em  a  tics 

Paul  Day— B 
Lorraine  Drewell — C 
Neil  Fradgley — B 
Dominic  Woods — B 
Jeanette  Wright — B 

Computer  Studies 

Kevin  Berry — B 
Anthony  Colombo — C 
Gordon  Cow — C 
John  Dawson — C 
Neil  Fradgley — C 
Philip  Jenkins — B 
Kevin  Lloyd — C 
Lynn  Marno — C 
Linda  Marsh — B 
Michael  Stafford— C 
Dominic  Woods — C 

Political  Studies 

Ronald  Edwards — C 
Michael  lies — C 
John  McCreaddie — C 
Nadeen  Nawaz — C 
Joanna  Summers — B 

Religious  Studies 

Bernadette  Ashton — C 
Simon  Gledhill — B 
Phung  Sharp — B 
Lorna  Whyte — C 

Geography 

Douglas  Adams — A 
Andrew  Kalavazides — 1 
John  McCreaddie — A 
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Physics 


Pervez  Akhtar — C 
Linda  Allison — C 
Sharon  Bolton — B 
Christopher  Erwood — B 
Julian  Griffen — C 
Victoria  Lintin — C 
Paul  Mounty — B 
Neil  Pritchard— A 
Michael  Spooner — C 
Janet  Tuggey — C 
Nicholas  Underwood — A 
Jeanette  Wright — B 


Human  Biology 

Douglas  Adams — A 
Pervez  Akhtar — B 
Linda  Allison — B 
Erica  Grimsey — C 
Simon  Harris — C 
Victoria  Lintin — B 
John  McCreaddie — A 
Jacqueline  McKinley — C 
Lynn  Marno — C 
Alison  Newell — C 
Jeanette  Wright — B 


ASSOCIATED  EXAMINING  BOARD 

SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 
A'  LEVEL 


Physics 

Paul  Hatfield— C 
David  Pridham — C 


Sociology 

Velma  Williams — E 


Sociology 

Linda  Allison — C 
Victor  Davies — C 
Kevin  Ellis — C 
David  Jones — B 
Linda  Marsh — B 
Keith  Russell— A 
Joanna  Summers — B 
Nicholas  Underwood — C 


SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 
O'  LEVEL 

Law 


Annette  Jones — C 
Gary  Parr — C 
Nigel  Partridge — C 
Keith  Russell— B 

Statistics 

Dominic  Woods — C 

Statistics,  Additional 

Dominic  Woods — C 


Art 


CAMBRIDGE  BOARD 

SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 
'A'  LEVEL 


Andrew  Kalavazides — E 
Victoria  Lintin — D 


SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 
'O'  LEVEL 


Weaving 

Anne  Palmer — A 
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JOINT  MATRICULATION  BOARD 

SUMMER  SERIES,  1984 


Commercial  Mathematics 

Victor  Davies — C 
Alison  Evans — C 
Liam  Flynn — A 
Philip  Jenkins — B 
Kevin  Lloyd — A 
Andrew  Lockyer — B 
Lynn  Marno — A 


'O'  LEVEL 


Paul  Mounty — C 
Peter  Radovic — A 
Douglas  Robertson — C 
Michael  Spooner — C 
Michael  Stafford — C 
Paul  Watts— C 


LONDON  ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  AND  DRAMATIC  ART 


Catherine  Ambler 
Mary  Siaw 


JUNE,  1984 

Reading  Grade  III  (Distinction) 
Spoken  English  Grade  I  (Distinction) 


CITY  AND  GUILDS  OF  LONDON  INSTITUTE 


SUMMER, 

1984 

BASIC  CERTIFICATE  IN  COMPUTER  PROGRAMMING  7465 

Principles 

of 

Programming 

Programming 

Project/ Oral 

Gennaro  Beato 

Fail 

Pass 

Pass 

Liam  Flynn 

Pass 

Credit 

Pass 

Nigel  Dawes 

Credit 

Credit 

Distinction 

Clive  Concarr 

Pass 

Credit 

Pass 

James  Dunleavy 

Pass 

Credit 

Distinction 

Jacqueline  Fullam 

Pass 

Credit 

Credit 

Peter  Radovic 

Pass 

Credit 

Credit 

Andrew  Starr 

Credit 

Pass 

Pass 

Steven  Thiele 

Pass 

Credit 

Distinction 

Freda  Wilson 

Credit 

Credit 

Credit 

STRINGED  KEYBOARD  INSTRUMENT  MANUFACTURE  AND  DESIGN 

PART  I 


Glenn  Coulbeck 
Paul  Lampert 
John  Loveridge 
John  Welsman 
Stephen  Workman 


Pass  with  Credit 

Pass  with  Credit 

Pass  with  Credit 

Pass 

Pass  with  Credit 


Rodney  Brooke 
Mark  Fulcher 
Hugh  Penstone 


TUNING  AND  TONING 

PART  II 

Pass 

Pass  with  Credit 

Pass 
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ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  AND  WELFARE  OF 
THE  VISUALLY  HANDICAPPED 


Rodney  Brooke 
Andrew  Bryant 
Shaun  Cassidy 
John  Haynes 
Hugh  Penstone 
Stephen  Thomas 
Gerald  James 
Philip  Ojo 


DIPLOMA  FOR  PIANO  TUNERS 

1983/84 

Pass  with  Honours 

Pass  with  Credit 

Pass  with  Credit 

Pass  with  Credit 

Pass  with  Honours 

Tuning  Certificate  with  Honours 

Pass 

Pass  with  Credit 


ASSOCIATED  BOARD  OF  THE  ROYAL  SCHOOLS  OF  MUSIC 

MUSIC  EXAMINATION  RESULTS 

CHRISTMAS,  1983 


Grade  3, 
Grade  4, 
Grade  7, 

Clarinet 

Oboe 

Violin 

Practical 

Andrew  King 

Jeanette  Wright  (Distinction) 

David  Tompkins  (Distinction) 

Grade  4 
Grade  6 

Theory 

Winston  Murray 
Mark  Allen 

EASTER,  1984 

Grade  3, 
Grade  4, 
Grade  6, 

Tenor  Horn 

Piano 

Organ 

Practical 

Michael  Wright  (Merit) 
Andrew  Roberts  (Distinction) 
Mark  Allen  (Merit) 

SUMMER,  1984 

Grade  5 
Grade  6 

Theory 

Andrew  Roberts 
John  Ramm 

ARCM 

Piano  Performers  Diploma 

David  Tompkins 
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DONATIONS 

In  recent  years  rapid  advances  in  technology  have  produced 
invaluable  electronic  aids  for  the  teaching  of  the  visually 
handicapped,  particularly  synthetic  speech,  which  is  of  special 
benefit  to  the  totally  blind.  During  the  past  twelve  months  the 
College  has  been  most  fortunate  to  receive  generous  donations 
specifically  for  the  purchase  of  such  equipment.  We  are  extremely 
grateful  for  these  specialised  machines  which  speed  the  process  of 
learning  and  make  it  possible  for  our  students  to  master  new  skills 
and  thus  improve  their  prospects  for  employment.  The  ongoing 
support  which  has  so  generously  been  given  has  helped  us  to  keep 
pace  with  progress,  introduce  modern  ideas  and,  to  some  extent, 
maintain  and  replace  essential  items  when  required. 

Thanks  to  splendid  gifts  from  the  Hayward  Foundation,  Wolfson 
Foundation,  Astor  Foundation,  Welton  Foundation  and  many 
others  we  have  been  able  to  purchase  5  Braille  to  Print  Workstations, 
which  will  produce  braille  and  the  equivalent  print  simultaneously 
with  speech  output. 

Other  notable  donations  have  provided  the  following  equipment 
and  we  are  especially  grateful  to  the  many  Trusts,  Foundations, 
corporate  and  private  donors  who  have  made  such  excellent 
additions  to  our  resources  possible. 

Graphics     equipment     (Science     Department     and     Technical 

Resources). 
Closed  Circuit  Televison  (Business  Studies  Department). 
Tuba  and  other  musical  instruments  (Music  Department). 
Microwriters    and    Printer    Communication    System    (General 

Studies  Department). 
Rayner  Trial  Lens  Set. 
Optacon  Lens. 
9  Electronic  Typewriters. 
Tape    Players,    Cassette    Recorders,    Pocket    Memos.,    Talking 

Calculators,  etc. 

The  generous  benevolence  of  the  Baring  Foundation  has  enabled 
us  to  construct  a  Print  Reading  Room  for  our  partially  sighted 
students  and  this  has  now  become  a  most  popular  and  useful  feature 
of  the  College. 

Interest  and  support  locally  are  particularly  welcome  and  we 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  donation  from  the  Herefordshire  Active 
Retirement  Society  this  year  for  the  development  of  Talking 
Scientific  Calculators,  Mrs.  Gillian  Curtis  for  the  upgrading  of  the 
Sick  Bay,  the  Hereford  Ladies'  Circle  for  domestic  equipment,  and 
the  Red  Lion  Inn,  Hereford,  where  a  Harvest  Festival  Charity 
Auction  raised  funds  which  purchased  a  Marburg  Brailler  and  Large 
Print  Typewriter.  A  full  list  of  all  donors,  both  national  and  local, 
follows. 

We  are  privileged  to  have  so  many  friends  who  have  helped  in  the 
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progress  of  the  College  since  our  move  to  Hereford.  Financial  and 
practical  assistance  from  many  sources  has  enabled  us  to  complete 
major  projects  such  as  the  Bernard  Sunley  National  Computing 
Centre  and  the  Piano  Tuning  and  Repairs  Expansion  which  was 
completed  in  readiness  for  the  Autumn  Term.  Thanks  to  a  superb 
donation  from  the  Department  of  Education  and  Science  we  were 
able  to  reach  our  target  of  £52,000  for  this  development. 

Next  year  is  the  "International  Year  of  Youth"  and  plans  are 
envisaged  for  a  new  role  for  the  Royal  National  College  which  will 
help  visually  handicapped  young  people  on  a  national  scale,  make 
greater  use  of  our  facilities  and  expertise,  and  which  will  place  many 
more  demands  and  emphasis  on  the  need  for  specialised  equipment. 
The  possibility  of  help  for  visually  handicapped  students  from  the 
Third  World  is  also  under  consideration.  Further  adaptations  to  our 
premises  are  needed.  Our  present  braille  embossing  system  is 
becoming  overloaded  and  needs  updating  and  supplementing.  Since 
fees  cover  our  running  costs  only  we  hope  that  in  1985  we  will  once 
again  be  favoured  with  support  which  will  enable  us  to  complete 
projects  such  as  these  to  assist  the  cause  of  further  education  for  the 
blind  and  partially  sighted  on  a  national  and  international  scale. 

It  is  possible  to  contribute  to  our  work  by  direct  donation, 
standing  order  or,  on  a  regular  basis,  by  Deed  of  Covenant  for  a 
period  of  4  years  or  more.  Under  the  terms  of  a  Covenant  we  can 
recover  tax  and  by  this  means,  your  gift  can  be  enhanced  by  £4.28  for 
every  £10  donated.  Thus,  for  example,  every  £70  covenanted 
becomes  £100  to  the  College,  at  no  extra  cost  to  the  donor. 
Recoverable  tax  helped  to  increase  the  value  of  many  donations  last 
year  and  we  would  be  most  grateful  for  new  Covenants  and  for  the 
extension  of  those  which  are  now  due  to  expire.  For  convenience  a 
Form  of  Covenant  and  Bankers  Order  is  printed  with  this  Report.  If 
you  require  any  further  information  on  any  of  our  future  projects 
which  require  funding,  I  will  be  only  too  pleased  to  answer  any 
enquiries. 

VERA  CRAKER 
Appeal  Secretary 


Our  grateful  thanks  to  the  following  benefactors  of  the  College 
(January,  1984— October,  1984) 


Allen  Taylor  Charitable  Trust 
Andrew  Anderson  Trust 
Ash,  Mr.  R. 
A.S.T.M.S. 
Astor  Foundation 

Bank  of  England 

Baring  Foundation 

Bell  Educational  Trust 

Black  Mountain  Lions  Club 

Blue  Circle  Industries 

BOC  Limited 

Bookham,  Miss  J. 

Bourne  May  Charitable  Trust 


Bowater  Corporation  Ltd. 
Bradford,  Robert,  (Holdings)  Ltd. 
Bridon  Group  Charitable  Trust 
British  Home  Stores 
B.P.  Group  of  Companies 
B.P.  Minerals  International  Limited 
Burris,  Mrs.  V. 
Burton  Group  PLC 

Cadbury  Schweppes  Charitable  Trust 
Carreras  Rothmans  Ltd. 
Charities  Aid  Foundation 
Ciba  Geigy  PLC 
Clehonger  Parish  Council 
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Clerical,  Medical  and  General  Life  Assurance 

Society 
Clover  Trust 

Cohen,  The  J.S.  Foundation 
Coopers,  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Cottenham  Village  Concert 
Cunningham,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Curtis,  Mrs.  G. 

Delta  Group  PLC 

Department  of  Education  and  Science 

Eardisley  Women's  Institute 

Eastgate,  Miss  P. 

Electrical,      Electronic      Telecommunication 

and  Plumbing  Union 
Electronic  Aids  for  the  Blind 
Elliott,  Mr.  D. 

Esmee  Fairbairn  Charitable  Trust 
Esso  Exploration  and  Production  UK  Ltd. 

Ferranti  PLC 
Fitton  Trust 
Forward  Trust 

George,  Mr.  D. 

General    Accident    Fire    &    Life    Assurance 

Company 
Gill,  Mrs.  M. 
Gifford,  Miss  J. 
Girton  College,  Cambridge 
Glaxo  (1972)  Charity  Trust 
Good  Neighbours  Trust 
Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind 
Gresham  Life  Assurance  Society  Ltd. 
Grubb,  Mr.  M.  H. 

Hambland  Foundation 

Hampshire    and    I.O.W.    Educational    Trust 

for  the  Blind 
Hampton    Park    United    Reformed    Church 

(Ladies  Circle) 
Hawthorne  Charitable  Trust 
Hayward  Foundation 
Hereford  Amateur  Pantomime  Society 
Hereford  Branch  Inner  Wheel 
Hereford  Branch  Ladies  Circle 
Hereford  Old  Students'  Guild 
Herefordshire  Active  Retirement  Association 
H.A.R.A.  (Bridge  Class) 
H.A.R.A.  (Dancing  Class) 
H.A.R.A.  (Keep  Fit  Class) 
Herefordshire  Flower  Guild 
Hipwell,  Miss  E. 
Hornby,  Antony,  Charitable  Trust 

I.C.L.  Discretionary  Trust 
Incorporated  Society  of  Musicians 

J.  &  M.  Trust 
James,  Mr.  D.  H. 
Joel,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Jones,  Mrs.  D. 

Keg  Services 

Laings  Charitable  Trust 

Lees,  Mr.  C.  D. 

Lewis,  John  Partnership 

London  Association  for  the  Blind 


Lonrho  PLC 

Lord  Cozens-Hardy's  Glaven/Nimrod  Trust 

Low  &  Bonar  Charitable  Fund 

Maddock,  Mrs.  M. 

Magna  Group 

Manual  Life  Insurance  Company 

Members  of  Lloyds  and  Lloyds  Brokers 

Mercantile  &  Genral  Re-Insurance  Company 

Merck  Sharpe  and  Dohme  Ltd. 

Monument  Trust 

Morton,  J.K.  Charitable  Trust 

Musicians  Benevolent  Fund 

National   Farmers   Union   Mutual   Insurance 

Soc.  Ltd. 
National  Union  of  Public  Employees 
Nestle  Charitable  Trust 
Norwich  Union  Insurance  Group 

Occidental  Oil  Company  Inc. 
O'Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  and  Mrs.  L. 
Our  Lady's  Primary  School,  Hereford 
Oxberry,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

P.F.  Charitable  Trust 

Pioneer  Mutual  Insurance  Company 

Plessey  Company  PLC 

Probus  Club  (Hereford  Branch) 

Proctor  &  Gamble  Ltd. 

Prudential  Assurance  Co.  Ltd. 

Rank  Foundation 

Refuge  Assurance  PLC 

Reynold  PLC 

R.T.Z.  Services  Ltd. 

Ross,  Mr.  R. 

Royal  Air  Force  Club,  London 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada 

Save  &  Prosper  Group  Educational  Trust 

Sayce,  Mr.  W.  H.  D.  and  Mrs.  V.  M. 

Searle,  G.  D.  &  Co.  Ltd. 

S.F.I. A.  Educational  Trust 

Sketchley  Charitable  Trust 

Sobell  Foundation 

Storey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  G. 

Sulzer  Bros.  (UK)  Ltd. 

Sun  Alliance  Insurance  Group 

Swire,  Mr.  J. 

Tay  Charitable  Trust 
Thorngate  Charitable  Trust 
Tregunna,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Tyser  &  Company 

United  Grand  Lodge  of  England 

Wade  Foundation 
Walker,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Welton  Foundation 
White,  Mrs.  V. 
Wolfson  Foundation 
Wormhill  Farm  Museum 


Yeomans  Canyon  Travel 
Young     People's     Fellowship, 
Methodist  Church,  Hereford 


St.     John's 
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ROYAL  NATIONAL  COLLEGE  AND  ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

FINANCIAL  SUMMARY  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  MARCH,  1984 

1983 

£  £  £  £ 

STUDENTS  SERVICES 
Income 

1,405,657         Fees 1,560,012 

39,686         Courses  and  Conferences  48,237 

1,445,343  1,608,249 

Sundry  Receipts 

315                          Garden  Produce — 

25                          Materials  and  Students  Work — 

2,304                          Rents  Receivable 4,598 

1,125                          Interest  on  Staff  Loans 703 

48,500  Specific  Donations  to  Appeal  Fund 

for  Educational  Equipment 39,500 

Dept.  of  Industry— Special  Grant  . .  42,192 

62  Lecturers  Sickness  Benefits 

3,862                          Board  Residence — Staff  and  Guests  4,132 

2,163                          Meals  and  Refreshments 2,217 

58,356  93,342 

1,503,699     TOTAL  INCOME  1,701,591 

Expenditure 

790,259  Salaries  and  Wages 898,856 

61,457  National  Insurance — Employer's 

Contributions  75,022 

56,715                          Superannuation — Employer's     Con- 
tributions          62,733 

908,431  1,036,611 

190,172  Premises 230,61 1 

71,657  Students  Living  Out 96,354 

71,856  Provisions   88,245 

144,160  Educational  Equipment  &  Supplies.  173,351 

6,795  Transport 9,687 

48,690  Establishment 102,207 

11,669  Miscellaneous 33,191 

1,453,430     Total  Expenditure  1,770,257 

50,269     Students  Services  Surplus  (Deficit)  for 

the  Year  (68,666) 

258,316                          Capital  Expenditure — Buildings....  27,176 

8,646                                                                Motor  Vehicles  — 

16,018                          Other  General  Expenditure 10,300 

282,980  37,476 

(232,711)     Carried  forward  (106,142) 
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(232,711)     Brought  Forward  (106,142) 

General  Income: 

59,148  Appeal  Proceeds 58,173 

39,083  Investment  Income 22,184 

5,653  Legacies:  Mr.  R.  S.  Pickersgill 97 

—  Mountbatten    Research    Grant    less 

expenditure  26,083 

1,006  Grants  and.  Other 4,412 


104,890  110.949 

Increase  in  Market  Value  of  Investments 

19,304  General  Fund 37,691 

3,854  Special  Funds 1,972 

39,663 

128,048  150,612 


(104,663)         Net    Increase/(Decrease)    in    Funds 

during  Year 44,470 

534,001  Fund  Balances  31st  March,  1983  .  .  .  429,338 


General/Special    Fund    Balances,    31st 
£429,338         March,  1984  473,808 


COVENANT  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

received  from  1st  April,  1983  to  31st  March,  1984 

£ 

Anonymous  (by  request) 178.58 

B.P.  Minerals  International  Ltd 1,428.57 

Blue  Circle  Industries  Limited 200.00 

Causton,  P.  R.  Esq 21 .43 

Champion,  J.  S.  Esq 71.43 

Cowie,  T.  Limited   14.29 

Cox,  Mrs.  N.  G 35.72 

Joel,  H.  J.  Esq 142.00 

Koopman,  E.  Esq 7.15 

Marshall,  L.  Esq 14.29 

Mercantile  &  General  Reinsurance  Company  Limited 71.43 

National  Farmers'  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Society  Ltd 357.14 

Prudential  Assurance  Company  Limited  100.00 

Renold  Limited 142.86 

Salmon,  Miss  P 14.29 

Sun  Valley  Poultry  Limited 250.00 

Weekes,  Miss  M.  F 14.29 

Woodward,  K.  Esq 71.43 


Covenantors  are  requested  to  keep  the  £3,134.90 

College  informed  of  any  change  of  address  _____ 
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ROYAL  NATIONAL  COLLEGE  AND  ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

BALANCE  SHEET  AT  31ST  MARCH,  1984 

1983 
£  £  £ 

Acquisition 
Value 
Investments 

172,833  General  Fund £285,533      328,774 

28,405  Special  Funds £28,215        30,538 

201,238  359,312 

27,897     Secured  Long-Term  Loans 23,854 

Current  Assets 

55,714  Debtors 107,234 

107,365  Cash  at  Bank:  Deposit  Account 107,536 

40,657  Current  Account  and  In  Hand  77 

26,033  Cash  at  Brokers  Nominee  Company  8,740 


229,769  223,587 
Current  Liabilities 

29,566  Creditors  £40,295 

—  Bank  Overdraft £92,650  132,945 

200,203  —        90,642 


£429,338     Net  College  Funds £473,808 


Represented  By: 
400,438         General  and   Property  Improvements 

Reserve 442,774 

28,405         Special  Funds 30,538 

495         Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind 496 


£429,338  £473,* 


Note:  Capital  Expenditure  is  written  off  in  the  year  incurred. 


REPORT  TO  THE  AUDITORS 

We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Financial  Summary  and  report 
that,  in  our  opinion,  they  give  a  true  and  fair  view  of  the  College  affairs  at  3 1st  March, 
1984  and  of  its  results  for  the  year  then  ended. 

15  Belmont,  WHITTINGHAM,  RIDDELL  &  CO., 

Shrewsbury  Chartered  Accountants 

1st  June,  1984 
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HONORARY  CHAPLAINS 

The  Reverend  Hugh  Broad  (Visiting  Anglican  Chaplain) 

Father  Alan  Rees,  B.A.,  A.R.C.M.,  A.R.C.O. 

(Visiting  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain) 

The  Reverend  John  K.  Gardiner  (Visiting  Free  Church  Chaplain) 


OFFICERS 

Solicitors 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  and  Swift 

Auditors 

Messrs.  Whittingham,  Riddell  &  Co. 

Bankers 

Barclays  Bank  Ltd.,  City  Arms  Branch,  Broad  Street,  Hereford 


The  College  was  founded  by  Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage  and 
Sir  Francis  Campbell  on  1st  March,  1872.  It  is  registered  in 
accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  and  certified  by 
the  Department  of  Education  and  Science  and  registered  in 
accordance  with  the  Charities  Act  1960. 

Registered  Charity  No.  528382 


Back  cover:  Daniel  Sweeney  demonstrates  a  talking  computer  terminal 
to  the  Minister  for  Information  Technology. 
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